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 Britain’s Skipper butterflies …… 

  

   
 Large Skipper in Cumbria   Small Skipper in Cumbria 

   

 Essex Skipper not in Cumbria – yet?  Lulworth Skipper – South coast 

   

 Grizzled Skipper not in Cumbria  Dingy Skipper in Cumbria 

   

 Chequered Skipper – N W Scotland  Silver Spotted Skipper – South England 

      

       



             MESSAGE FROM our BRANCH CHAIRMAN

Welcome to the Spring 2017 newsletter. As I write this we are 
close to the end of a busy Autumn-Winter season of 
conservation work parties. My highlights include the 

transformation of heavily scrubbed species rich limestone grassland at Wart Barrow near 
Allithwaite Quarry, Grange-O-Sands and the fritillary habitat restoration at Farrer’s 
Allotment at the southern end of Whitbarrow. (This site will be visited as a Summer field-
trip...see later). Our next work-party programme will be published in August for 2017/18 
but if you would like to find out more please contact me about work in South Cumbria and 
Steve Doyle [our editor] for work in North and West Cumbria. 

In this issue you will see details of over twenty guided walks or moth trapping events. You 
and family and friends are welcome to attend. Some will be joint events with the CWT and 
other natural history societies. The programme is also on our web-site but should you 
require more details please contact the walk leader. In addition you are all invited to our 
Open Day and AGM at the wonderful Marsh Fritillary site of Blackwood Farm near Keswick 
on Saturday 3rd June. This is our main event of the year so please put this in your diary now! 
[Details later in this newsletter.] 

Now entering its third year the number of people using our ‘sightings page’ has increased 
dramatically. It is easy to self enter your butterfly and moth sightings and a brilliant way of 
seeing what is about and where. As data builds year on year it becomes increasingly 
meaningful to look at distribution and occurrence. This can then help us target our 
conservation. See the article in this issue by David Eastlick. 

We hope you like ‘dotmailer’......the system that has allowed us to send you short e-
newsletters to help keep members up to date between newsletters. The last issue was very 
helpful in publicising the joint BC/Lancaster University conference on ‘Saving the Rare 
Butterflies of Cumbria and Lancashire’ booked for Saturday 11th March with Matthew Oates 
as a guest speaker. We had 100 places available and within three weeks of our dotmailer all 
places had been taken so ‘thank you’ for your fantastic response. We will tell you more 
about this event and its legacy in the next newsletter. 

I need to mention a few special people. Martin Warren left his post as Chief Executive of BC 
just before Christmas. He has done an outstanding job in leading Butterfly Conservation for 
13 years to become a much respected charity with over 30,000 members. We also 
congratulate Martin on his much deserved recognition in the recent honours list. True to 
form his passion and commitment will not let him ‘retire’ so he will spend more time on his 
work with European butterflies and on helping with conservation on local sites in Dorset. 



Congratulations also to Julie Williams who is now Acting Chief Executive.....we wish her and 
her colleagues every success.  

Secondly we were thrilled to successfully nominate [with Lancashire] Rob Petley-Jones, a 
local senior reserves officer for Natural England, for the prestigious BC National 
Conservation Award. Rob’s presentation took place at the national  BC Members Day at 
Nottingham and included a fabulous painting of High Brown fritillaries by Richard 
Lewington. 

Finally I want to thank John Mounsey for his three year service on the Cumbria Branch 
committee. John is a wonderful all round naturalist and former Head of Biology at Sedbergh 
School. He will continue to give informative and highly entertaining talks on all things 
natural history in the Kendal area but his wise and helpful council with BC matters will be 
missed. ‘Thank you John’.  

Spring heralds a re-birth; a time of optimism that this year will reveal ‘green shoots of 
recovery’.....let’s hope so!  

Best wishes,     

Chris Winnick.      

 Summer 2017 Field Trips and Events 

 

Outdoor Events - general advice and information: 
For all outdoor events participants should bring 
suitable outdoor clothing, waterproofs and boots or 
similar. Bring a packed lunch for whole day events, 

and sun cream and plenty of water in hot weather. For evening moth etc. 
events bring clothing as above plus a good torch with new / recharged 
batteries. General safety advice will be given before all our events but we ask 
all who attend to take personal responsibility for their own safety and 
possessions and to pay special regard to trip hazards and the likely presence of 
ticks. If you require further information or wish to check whether an event has 
been postponed or cancelled due to poor weather, please contact the walk 
leader or contact before setting out. 

We will be supporting the national Big Butterfly Count (Friday 14 July to Sunday 6 August 
2017) by encouraging participants on butterfly walks to take part. All you need do is record 
one or more times during this period for 15 minutes in your own garden, a local park, 



nature reserve etc. then submit the records online. Our walk leaders will bring survey 
forms, but full details available at www.bigbutterflycount.org/  

Outline directions only below. Please see the Branch web site, where more precise 
directions are shown. Alternatively, print the directions from your home using our direction 
tool (using the directions tab on main navigation menu). 

Rusland Horizons Training Workshop – What butterfly would live here? 

Friday 28 April, at Brantwood, Coniston (indoor and outdoor).   
A practical workshop day looking at how to recognise and assess suitable habitat for 
butterflies, especially Rusland’s Fritillaries, and how to carry out butterfly surveys and 
monitoring.   
Directions: On minor road on E shore of Coniston Water, grid ref SD311957, satnav 
LA21 8AD  
Contact: Hilary Smith for details, timings and bookings, hsmith@butterfly-conservation.org    
01524 298680 / 07946 026670 
 
Moths at Meathop Moss - Sunday 30 April from 20:15 hrs (note: bank holiday weekend). 
Joint with Cumbria Wildlife Trust. Targeting spring moths on this site with its recently 
improved boardwalk and access.  
Directions: Limited roadside parking at SD447820 just off A590. Car-share if possible. 
Contact Martin Tordoff 01539 735935, 07981 348148  
 
The Butterflies of Warton Crag  Tuesday 23 May 10:00 – 14:00 hrs 
Joint event: Butterfly Conservation Cumbria & Lancashire branches and Kendal Natural 
History Society. Target species: Pearl-bordered and possibly early Small Pearl-bordered 
Fritillaries; Dingy Skipper; Green Hairstreak; Small Heath, and possible other spring species. 
Directions: Meet at Warton Quarry car park, Grid ref SD491723 
Contact: Chris Winnick 01539 728254 
 
The Butterflies of Farrer’s Allotment, Whitbarrow 

Thursday 1 June 10:00 – 14:00 hrs. Joint event: Butterfly Conservation Cumbria & 
Lancashire branches. Target species: Pearl-bordered and Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries. 
Directions: Park just beyond Ravens Lodge Farm at grid ref SD460853 
Contact: Chris Winnick 01539 728254 
 

Butterfly Conservation Cumbria Branch Open Day and AGM at Blackwood Farm, 

Braithwaite, Saturday 03 June 10:00-15:00 hrs (approx) – all welcome, including non-
members. See notice elsewhere in this newsletter, including programme of day’s events. 
Any changes will appear on our website: www.cumbria-butterflies.org.uk/events/ 



Directions to site: On east side of A66T, at grid ref: NY232248 
Contact: Chris Winnick 01539 728254, Martin Tordoff 01539 735935 
 

The Butterflies of Cumbria’s North-west Coast - Sunday 4 June 11:00 hrs 
(with possible visits also to other Small Blue sites in the area – please bring picnic). Target 
species: Small Blue; Common Blue; Dingy Skipper; Wall, early Large Skipper. 
Directions: Meet at Workington Oldside car park NX995301. At the roundabout on the 
north side of the River Derwent bridge take minor road to Port of Workington, go over 
railway bridge then turn right down a track about 150 metres to the car park right at the 
end of the straight track. 
Leader and Contact: Steve Doyle 01228 544059 
 
The Butterflies at Ormsgill Slag Banks, Barrow-in-Furness, 

Monday 5 June 10:30, plus optional visit to Sandscale Haws from 13:30 hrs for guided walk 
led by Colin Newlands. Joint with Arnside Natural History Society. 
Target Species at Ormsgill: Dingy Skipper, Common Blue, Small Blue. And at Sandscale 
Haws: young Natterjack Toads, orchids and sand dune flora. 
Directions: Parking area by slag banks just off A590 at grid ref SD192712.  
Contact: Chris Winnick 01539 728254 
 
Mountain Ringlets at Irton Fell - Sunday 11 June 10:45-15:00 hrs 

A gentle climb to see Mountain Ringlets at their lowest altitude site in Lakeland, plus 
possibility of Argent & Sable moths. Contact leader first if weather bad or doubtful. 
Directions: Meet at car park at NY121012, Eskdale Green to Santon Bridge road. 
Contact:  Martin Tordoff 01539 735935, 07981 348148 
 
Survey for Small Pearls!   

Wednesday 14th June        Joint with Rusland Horizons. 
Come along on a butterfly walk and survey for all butterflies, but especially the Small Pearl-
bordered Fritillary. This key species is probably under-recorded in the Rusland Horizons 
area, and we will be covering a large area south of Grizedale Forest.   
Contact: Hilary Smith for details, timings, venue/meeting place, and bookings: 
hsmith@butterfly-conservation.org  01524 298680 / 07946 026670 
 

Rusland Horizons Training Workshop – Focus on Fritillaries 

Friday 23rd June    Get to know the rare Fritillary butterflies living in the Rusland Horizons 
area.  How do you tell the difference between the very rare High Brown and more common 
Dark Green? How is the Small Pearl-Bordered Fritillary different? Led by Dr David 
Wainwright, Butterfly Conservation Northern Region Manager. 



Venue/Directions: Grizedale Forest Centre (indoor and outdoor), Grid Ref. SD 335944. 
Contact: Hilary Smith for details, timings and bookings, hsmith@butterfly-conservation.org   
01524 298680 / 07946 026670 
 
Moths at CWT Plumgarths Gardens - Friday evening 30 June from 2145 hrs until late and 
Saturday morning 1 July from 0830 hrs. Joint with Cumbria Wildlife Trust. Our sixth annual 
moth event in these attractive gardens, hoping to add to tally of 145 moth species already 
identified here. We identify moths as they arrive, then open the traps on Saturday morning 
to examine the night’s moth catch. Feel free to attend one or both events. Subject to 
cancellation if wet, cold or windy. 
Directions: Meet at CWT, Plumgarths, Kendal, grid ref: SD494947, satnav LA8 8LX 
Contact Martin Tordoff 01539 735935, 07981 348148  
Booking in advance required by phoning CWT on 01539 816300 
 
The Butterflies of Holme Park Quarry - Monday 3 July 10:30 – 14:00 hrs 

Joint with Arnside Natural History Society. Target species: High Brown Fritillary, Grayling. 
This is a working quarry - bring hard hat and hi-vis jacket if you have them, otherwise can be 
provided. 
Directions: Take quarry access road from junction with A6070 at grid ref SD529788. Beware 
trucks.  Report to the office by signing-in giving your car registration. Car share if possible. 
Contacts: Chris Winnick 01539 728254 
 
Butterflies and Wildlife Management at Hutton Roof Crags Nature Reserve 

Wednesday 5 July 10:30-16:00 (approx). Joint with Cumbria Wildlife Trust. 
Target species: High Brown, Dark Green, and possibly late Small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries, 
Common Blue, Grayling, plus a chance to learn about the management that’s done to 
protect these species. A walk of around 6km over difficult terrain.  
Directions: Meet at the Clawthorpe Road layby, grid ref SD543783 
Contact: Chris Winnick 01539 728254 
 
The Moths of Halecat Nursery - Friday 7 July 21.45 hrs – until late. 
Robinson and actinic moth traps will be run adjacent to Halecat nursery, with the evening’s 
catch examined in comfort in Tom and Abi’s covered seating area by the car park. 
Directions: Halecat Nursery car park, Witherslack, grid ref SD434835, satnav LA11 6RT. 
Contact: Martin Chadwick 01539 532553 or 07722 571327 on the day 
 
The Butterflies of Hampsfell / Hampsfield Allotment 

Monday 10 July 11:00 - 14:30hrs,  Joint with Grange Natural History Society. 



Includes locations on Bishop’s / Hampsfell Allotments, and visits to newt pond and recently-
seeded wild flower meadows. Target species: High Brown and Dark Green Fritillaries 

Directions: Meet first and either park on verge of Green Lane (Cartmel to High Newton 
road) at grid ref SD391805, then take public footpath to starting point grid ref SD398808, or 
car share to Hampsfield Farm SD405786 where parking very limited. 
Contact: David Jackson, 01539 533322  
 

The Butterflies of Barkbooth Lot - Wednesday 12 July 10:30 – 12:30 hrs 

Joint with Cumbria Wildlife Trust. Target species: High Brown and Dark Green Fritillaries, 
Common Blue, Meadow Brown and other summer butterflies.  
Directions: Park in layby at SD 418909 on minor road off A5074. Car share if possible. 
Contact: Chris Winnick 01539 728254 
 
Butterflies of Undermillbeck Common - a “Big Butterfly Count” event  
Friday 14 July 11:00-14:00 hrs. This acidic Bracken-dominated grassland holds a good and 
fairly stable population of Dark Green and High Brown Fritillaries. We will walk up the 
Green lane and explore areas on each side. 
Directions Park at the southern end of Lindeth Lane at the junction with A5074 about half a 
mile north of Winster. Grid ref SD415942. 
Leader/Contact: Martin Chadwick 01539 532553 or 07722 571327 on the day. 
 
Butterflies of Brantwood, Coniston, Saturday 22 July 

Joint Event with Rusland Horizons and Friends of Brantwood. 
Walk around the beautiful gardens, woodland and moorlands at Brantwood with Butterfly 
Conservation’s Dr Dave Wainwright, to see what butterflies and day-flying moths might be 
found.    Directions: On minor road on E shore of Coniston Water, grid ref SD311957, satnav 
LA21 8AD. Contact:  Contact Hilary Smith for details, timings and bookings 
hsmith@butterfly-conservation.org   01524 298680 / 07946 026670 
 
Moths at Hay Bridge Nature Reserve - Saturday 22 July from 21:00 hrs until late, then 
Sunday morning 23 July from 08:30 hrs. Joint with Hay Bridge Society. Another chance to 
see wonderful moths at this site of many varied habitats 

Directions: Reserve’s buildings and car park at grid ref SD337876, LA12 8JG 

Contact Martin Tordoff 01539 735935, 07981 348148  
 
Moths at Brantwood, Coniston - Thursday 27 July 20:45 hrs till late 

Joint with Friends of Brantwood and Rusland Horizons Project. 



Our first moth event at Brantwood, seeking dusk-flying moths around the gardens, where a 
series of light traps will also be run. 
Directions: On minor road on E shore of Coniston Water, grid ref SD311957, satnav 
LA21 8AD  Contact Martin Tordoff 01539 735935, 07981 348148  
 

Guided walk around Hay Bridge Nature Reserve  - Friday 4 August 10:30 – 15:00 hrs. 
Charge £5.00 per person. Please bring picnic. 
Joint with Arnside Natural History Society. Our guide, Chris Berry, is a real natural history 
expert – you are in for a treat!  
Directions: Reserve’s buildings and car park at grid ref SD337876, LA12 8JG 
Contact: Chris Winnick 01539 728254 
 
Butterflies of Witherslack Woodlands and Howe Ridding Wood 

Sunday 13 August 10:00-14:00 hrs. Joint with Cumbria Wildlife Trust. 
Target species: Silver-washed, High Browns and Dark Greens, Common Blue. 
Directions: Meet at “The Kennels” next to Witherslack Hall School, at grid ref SD436859 
Contact:  Chris Winnick 01539 728254 
 
Butterflies and Wildlife Management at Smardale Gill Nature Reserve 
Tuesday 15 August from 10:00 – 15:00hrs. Joint with Cumbria Wildlife Trust. 
Target species Scotch Argus plus hopefully another dozen common species. 
Directions: Leave M6 at junction 38 and take the A685 towards Brough. At Newbiggin, take 
a left turn signposted Great Asby. Parking available in about 500 metres. Grid ref NY 
701056. A short walk to the old railway line, then a couple of miles walk along the former 
track bed.  Contact: Peter Boardman 017683 42079 
 
Moths at Allithwaite Quarry - Friday 18 August 20.45 hrs – until late. 
A late summer visit to this site, where well over moth 100 species are already recorded. 
Subject to cancellation if wet, cold or windy. 
Directions: Park at playing field, grid ref SD387767. Please do not park in the lane. 
Contact Martin Chadwick 015395 32553 or 07722 571327 on the day 
 
The late summer Butterflies of Kendal - Sunday 20 August 10:00 – 13:00 hrs  
Target species: Small Tortoiseshell, Red Admiral, Peacock, Painted Lady, Comma and other 
late summer butterflies. Most of the walk will be on or near Kendal Golf Course. 
Directions: Meet at the Lime Kiln at top of Beast Banks, roadside parking around grid ref 
SD507924.  
Contact:  Chris Winnick 01539 728254

 



CUMBRIA BUTTERFLY 

CONSERVATION’s OPEN DAY 

AND AGM AT BLACKWOOD 

FARM BASSENTHWAITE 3rd 

June 2017                     Marsh Fritillary 

   

Dear all,         

We are pleased to announce that this year’s Open day and AGM will return to this fantastic 
Marsh Fritillary site just two miles west of Keswick off the A66 to Cockermouth. The 
programme will be.... 
*9.45-10.45 am    Opening of overnight moth traps with opportunity for           
 photography. 
*10.45-11.30am     An illustrated talk on the Cumbria Marsh Fritillary Re-   
 introduction Programme by Steve Doyle. 
*11.45-12.30pm     An illustrated talk on The Moths of Cumbria by Martin    
 Tordoff. 
*12.30-13.00pm     Lunch. 
*13.00-13.45pm     Brief AGM and opportunity to ask questions of the Cumbria   
 Branch Committee. 
*13.45-15.45pm    Guided walk around this very special site to see Marsh and   
 Small Pearl Bordered Fritillaries and Forester Moths. In the past we have also seen 
 Osprey, Kingfisher and rare marsh flora. 
WE RECOMMEND.... On the A66 heading west look out for the single storey conservation 
building on the right [1/2 mile beyond the left turn to Braithwaite] and slow down on this 
fast road as there is no central lane for turning right. Park [car share if possible] just inside 
the metal gate adjacent to the building. Bring a packed lunch but hot drinks are available. If 
the weather dictates we may ‘flip’ the programme by walking round the farm first. Either 
way suggest boots AND wellingtons as it may be very wet under foot! This is our PREMIER 
EVENT of the year ...please come if you can...if you have been before we know you will 
want to return!  
 

Chris Winnick 

Branch Chairman 
                     
 

                                                    Small Pearl Bordered Fritillary 



BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION & RUSLAND HORIZONS LANDSCAPE 
PARTNERSHIP SCHEME: 

WINGS IN THE WOODS PROJECT:  YEAR 2 
 

Butterfly Conservation and the Rusland Horizons Landscape Partnership Scheme is looking forward to 
working together on the second year of  this exciting project to restore and enhance the unique landscape 
of the area in the south of the Lake District, between Coniston and Windermere.   

The 2016 was a good start to the project with raising the awareness of the rare butterflies and moths of the 
Rusland Horizons area, in land managers and owners, residents and visitors, through training workshops 
and surveys.  A number of new volunteers to butterflies joined us for surveys, including children.  We 
discovered that young eyes were good at spotting the larvae of the Netted Carpet moth.  We also 
discovered that photographers with large lenses were excellent at distinguishing between the High Brown 
and Dark Green Fritillaries without catching them, and even counting individual High Brown Fritillaries 
through looking at chunks taken out of their wings! 

   
 

This season we aim to concentrate on finding more sites for the Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary in the 
Rusland Horizons area, and encouraging more visitors and locals to get involved in butterfly and moth 
recording.  There will be training workshops on Habitat Assessment for Fritillaries and the identification of 
the different Fritillary species.   

There are also opportunities for everyone to help. 

x Recording the location of elm trees, the food plant for White-letter Hairstreak. 
x Egg counts, larval hunts, feeding damage and surveys for the insects. 
x Growing, propagating and planting out food plants such as primrose, cowslip, violet. 
x Practical woodland management work in winter. 
x Taking part in the National Garden Butterfly Survey and Big Butterfly Count within the Project area. 

 
If you are interested in volunteering with us, and becoming a Butterfly Conservation volunteer in the 
Rusland Horizons area, please contact:  Hilary Smith, Wings in the Woods Project Officer.  Email: 
hsmith@butterfly-conservation.org  01524 298680/07946 026670 
 

Hilary Smith 

 

 
 

 



Mexican Monarchs…… 

….. thousands, nay, millions of them!  

 
How many of us ever wanted to go to 
Mexico to see them? Our member 

Elizabeth Roberts did and here she tells us 
her story. Two years ago in mid February I 
went on an amazing journey. Our eldest 
son Ian now lives in Texas, near Houston 
and works in the oil industry. I had 
mentioned that I would love to visit the 
site in Mexico where Monarch butterflies 
congregate in their millions to hibernate. 
My daughter-in-law tried to put me off

 
the idea as she was worried about bandits in Mexico so didn’t want me to go alone so Ian 
arranged a trip for the two of us.  
We flew from Houston to Mexico City and the next morning a guide met us at the hotel and 
drove us to one of the sites about two hours drive away. We then had to collect a butterfly 
guide and walk up into the mountains for 2 or 3 miles. The first part was all steps and I had 
to stop and rest a few times but fortunately there were benches along the way. Later the 
path was less steep without steps and I was OK. 
 
The sun was not shining when we reached the site. There were a few other people there 
with guides and there were notices about the need to keep quiet and not to touch the 
butterflies alive or dead etc. It was distressing to see the numbers of dead butterflies lying 
around but there were many fluttering around as well. 
 
We could see the dark clumps of hibernating Monarchs in the trees but there was a barrier 
preventing visitors from getting any closer to them. Then the sun came out and we could 
see patches of orange appear on the dark clumps as butterflies opened their wings. Soon 
the air was full of flying Monarchs. Some settled on people, one lady wearing a hat with 
flowers on it had 5 on her. One settled on my son’s trouser leg, he was doing contortions 
trying to take a photo of it. I felt a bit miffed that none had settled on me. I put my foot 
close to a pair on the ground and they obligingly crawled onto my trainer.
They were a mating pair and I have photos of them. Eventually our butterfly guide came 
and coaxed them onto a twig and put it down at the edge of the area. 
 
Groups are allowed about an hour at the site. I think we had a bit longer partly because 
there were few people at the time as we were a very small group. The school party who 
came up after us actually left before us. Finally our guide said we had to set off back. When 



we were nearly back, walking between two rows of stalls manned by local people selling all 
manner of things from mugs to fresh fruit (their chance to make some money) we stopped 
to have a late lunch. It was cooked in front of us and included cactus! I did try it but it 
tasted slimy so I discreetly didn’t finish it. 
 
Then it was back to the car and the drive back to the hotel – one ambition achieved! 
 
Elizabeth Roberts 

 

Marsh Fritillary in Cumbria ….… 

    …... the story just gets better.   
When the previous newsletter went to print we were just about to embark on our annual 
larval web count. We were in fact ‘holding our breath’ because it had been an extraordinary 
year with some sites clearly doing well and others clearly having a hard time due to flooding 
and other unknown causes. So, the detailed larval web count might give us a few answers – 
essential of course because whilst we think we know a lot about this species, there is still 
plenty to learn and the ‘odd bite on the bum’ comes around just when we might feel we are 
on top of things. That’s nature! 

The web count is done in August and previously it was done or at least started in the first 
two weeks with the rest of August used as back-up time in the event of an early or late 
season – yes, we are not good a weather forecasts either! 2016 was we knew already, going 
to be a challenging season not only because we had 12 sites to cover but because we knew 
there were four additional ones now. Some of the 16 sites covered quite huge areas so a 
detailed count would not be done in half an hour. On one site alone we had 60 fields to 
survey.

 
The not so good news first. Our two 
sites in the Penrith area both had a 

hard time. Web numbers were well 
down including one of our new 
2015 sites which did extremely well 
in 2015. Why such a drop in 2016 
we simply don’t know. It was grazed 
as planned and the habitat looks 
good. The same goes for our other 
site nearby. We did however have 
enough larval webs to be confident 
there were still viable colonies but 
2017 will be interesting. 

At our Keswick metapopulation group of sites the level of flooding was unprecedented. We 
were bound to encounter trouble and we did. Many of the fields yielded few or no larval 
webs. However many still produced viable numbers thankfully. It is a credit to the farmer 



Paul Barnes that the site recovered as well as and as quickly as could be expected. It was a 
rough year for Paul in more ways than one. His father and my very good friend Geoff 
Barnes sadly passed away during the Summer. Geoff was a good man, we had our 
differencies in the early days but he was an honest and helpful man – I shall miss him and 
it’s hard to think I will not bump into him again as he does his daily walk across the fields. 

Moving on to our Ennerdale sites it was mixed news there as our flagship site had over 
1000 larval webs now spread over four fields when our release a few years ago was to only 
one of them. Of the other four Ennerdale sites two did as well as usual and are probably 
about at carrying capacity anyway. One has started to recover after some ‘serious’ habitat 
management. I say serious because there are those who felt it was too serious – but gain 
can often be preceded by pain. A particularly large site in Ennerdale at first sight appears to 
be struggling but the core area where Devils Bit Scabious is abundant has seen larval 
numbers reduce but at the same time larval webs are turning up further up and 
downstream in that connectivity corridor. That is really what we want to happen though we 
would have preferred the core area to have a few more webs left behind! The final 
Ennerdale site did very well after a few years of struggle. Getting the management/grazing 
right was essential and on one half of the site at least that now looks to be about right. 

That leaves us with the good new stories on the Solway sites. Our second colony at 
Finglandrigg NNR has literally taken off, Yes, the emerging butterflies have found patches of 
Devils Bit scabious all over the place and we have gone from a single larval web to 285 in 
just 3 years. Colin Auld and his troops at Natural England do all the hard work they put in 
there. The main public site at Finglandrigg also did well. But that’s not all the good news 
from the Solway as there were other treats in store for us. I got a call one Saturday morning 
from an RSPB volunteer who just happens to be one of our volunteers as well. She said 
something like ‘Steve, you won’t believe this but I saw a Marsh fritillary on Bowness 
Common yesterday.’ Actually the RSPB call it Campfield Marsh as it’s an RSPB reserve. In 
fact she saw more than one Marsh Fritillary so I had to go didn’t I, to see for myself. I 
arrived just after lunch on the Saturday and counted over 30 Marsh fritillaries in flight on a 
windy day. Clearly they had not just arrived in 2016 but it was a remote corner of the world 
I would never have stumbled upon but she was doing a bird count and luckily knew what 
she was looking at. A larval web count later on, in August turned up 32 larval webs so we 
can only assume they found their own way there from nearby Finglandrigg sometime in 
2013, 2014 or 2015. That gave Colin Auld an incentive to take a detailed look at nearby 
Wedholme Flow which is also a NNR and Colin had seen Devils Bit Scabious there too. 
Indeed Colin’s suspicions were well founded and he saw 16 larval webs there, again self 
colonised because it was not us who put them there as a deliberate reintroduction. To 
round off our Solway sites Colin and I did a detailed web count on another relatively remote 
site called Thornhill Mosses SSSI. We did an Introduction there in 2015 and were pleased to 
have 54 webs that year but 2016 yielded 265 webs which is a fantastic figure. 



Now you might think Colin would be well pleased with Finglandrigg, Bowness Common, 
Wedholme Flow and Thornhill on his patch – and he is but that’s not all he found in 2016. 
Very late on in the season he Emailed me to say he had found 5 larval webs on High Leys 
NNR. Where the heck is that I asked – Rowrah came the answer. Rowrah! How on earth 
have the Marsh Frits got there? I don’t know said Colin so I went anyway to check it out and 
sure enough there they were in the middle of several very interested cows – I’m not sure 
they appreciated my presence mind. On looking at an O.S. map I reckon they got there from 
our extremely large colony at Ennerdale which is only a few kilometres away and there is 
plenty of suitable looking habitat and connectivity routes in between. 

So I started by saying 2016 would be challenging – well I can tell you already that 2017 will 
be even more challenging. Anyone else up for it? 

      Steve Doyle 

 

Small Blues ……. 
 ……  get a good sized section of protected habitat. 
 

I mentioned in the last newsletter that 
Persimmon Homes Lancashire had agreed 
an area of prime wildlife habitat which 
would be protected from re-development 
on the ex steelworks site in Workington. 
There are in fact two areas. Firstly the 
prime one is where the amount of Kidney 
Vetch (the larval foodplant) is most 
abundant and runs parallel to the main 
railway line which is the other side of the 
dividing fence. It is already a significant 
breeding area. Persimmon will be building 
a new access road for their prestigious 
new development but the wildlife 
protected area has been fenced off and 

should be left alone to mature naturally. 
In fact I can hardly wait until next Spring to 
see how it 

comes to life again. The second area is 
towards the narrowing southern end of 
the site and level with Shore Road. That is 
also an extant breeding area although on a 
much narrower strip with the wider area 



consisting more of Birds Foot Trefoil which is used by both Dingy Skippers and Common 
Blues. 
On the first and largest protected area Butterfly Conservation Cumbria along with 
volunteers from the Workington Conservation Partnership and TCV (The Conservation 
Volunteers) have already carried out a very large amount of habitat management work over 
three full scale work parties and two other small scale ones. The objective was to clear 
away invasive Sea Buckthorn bushes which seed themselves very easily and changes the 
habitat from being Kidney Vetch suitable to being shaded and unsuitable. All of that work 
was done before Christmas to allow nature as much time as possible to do its thing before 
Spring.  
The protected areas are in reality nature reserves but not as such in name. We can access 
the area to see the butterflies and other wildlife such as the abundance of flora as well but 
we need to see it mature and the numbers of Small Blues, Dingy Skippers, Wall Browns, 
Common Blues etc. to increase in numbers with as little disturbance as possible. As yet 
there are a few safety hazards on site as well, such as deep holes so we need to be very 
careful with access. Hopefully we can have a limited Field Trip there in 2017 under fairly 
strict supervision as Persimmon Homes will be working all around us as they get on with 
their own priorities. 
 
At one time not so long ago we were in difficult negotiations with Persimmon Homes and 
things swayed one way or another. It looked like our headline might be ‘Persimmon Homes 
destroy valuable wildlife habitat.’ Now whilst we have only retained a small fraction of the 
entire site it is nevertheless the best bit and I think after long negotiations we can re-write 
that headline to read ‘Persimmon Homes help to protect valuable wildlife habitat.’ It is up 
to us, and the wildlife, now to demonstrate that the correct decision and mitigation 
measures were put in place.  A win/win situation I think. 
 
Naturally I had hoped for a greater amount of protected habitat and I certainly wanted a 
section of important wildlife connectivity corridor to be protected. Persimmon Homes did 
their bit but unfortunately Cumbria County Council sold a vital section to Kentucky Fried 
Chicken who as I write this are busily tearing apart that section to build a new restaurant. In 
reality therefore that important wildlife corridor will be lost and we can only hope the 
wildlife are gregarious enough to find other ways around it. Yes, that was a bit of a kick in 
the teeth but we can’t expect everyone else to understand wildlife requirements as we do 
when there are other commercial considerations. 
 
In the last newsletter I also mentioned the significant progress we have made at Maryport 
with the ‘core’ colony of Small Blues there. Numbers of that species at Maryport in 2016 
were lower than I’d hoped for but the 24 new ‘scrapes’ we put in there and seeded have 



mostly (19 out of 24) come on exceedingly well and there should be a magnificent display 
of flowering Kidney Vetch by May 2017. We’ve done our bit but nature needs to do the 
rest. 
Looking longer term and sideways too our objective has to be to strengthen our extant core 
colonies in west Cumbria but also extend the range of Small Blue. The range did extend 
both north and south during 2016 but we continue to try to achieve more. In addition we 
are constantly under threat of losing extant breeding (brownfield) areas so we must 
constantly be looking to 
prepare other additional suitable habitat which can either be self colonised by Small Blues 
or onto which we can translocate Small Blues in an emergency i.e. if all else is lost. I stress 
however that re-location is not an attractive proposition but only done if firstly there are 
good numbers present on an extant site or an extant site is imminently to be lost. 

If you wondered what people like me get up to during the winter 
months (well Summer as well I suppose) the above comments 
should give you a flavour of what is usually going on.

Steve Doyle 

STOP PRESS!! 

Just before this newsletter went to Press I received the devastating news that Allerdale 
Borough Council have earmarked the most valuable section of Oldside at Workington to be 
developed as a Gypsy and Travellers site. Part of the area concerned is our most successful 
area of restored breeding habitat in the purpose built bare earth and seeded scrapes. We 
will of course try to discuss the issue with Allerdale and try to reach a satisfactory outcome 
as with their Consent we have spent a great deal of time there and a large chunk of Grant 
Aid funding. 

Help survey our wider countryside butterflies! 

At an unearthly early hour I hear on 
my bedside radio John Humphrys or 
one of his Radio 4 colleagues

gravely pronouncing that the UK’s 
butterfly numbers have declined by 
x% over y years. Does he mean 
number of species or number per 
species, or all species or just some, 
or what? Too tired to think I roll 
back over. But does the average 
Radio 4 listener ever stop to wonder 
how we know this? Surely we can’t



accurately track the year-on-year fortunes of most of the UK’s 60 or so butterfly 
species? But, yes we can, thanks to the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme (UKBMS), where 
continuous data have been collected for up to 40 years from over 2,500 UK sites, and  the 
vast bulk of this by volunteer surveyors.
Traditionally the transect recording method, along with other techniques, has helped build 
up this picture. However, in the past these methods have tended to focus on nature 
reserves and other special places known to be good for butterflies. This has yielded 
valuable, even world class, data but has perhaps given a slightly biased view of things due 
to this focus. To counter this, the Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey (WCBS) was launched 
almost a decade ago to supplement this with data, as its name suggests, from a wider cross-
section of sites across the UK. Site locations are randomly generated, and cover all type of 
major habitat. Indeed, by way of contrast, among Cumbria’s 32 1km squares allocated to 
Butterfly Conservation’s surveyors one is in a semi-urban setting on Walney Island, others 
in low-lying and upland pasture, right through to a square taking in the summit of Pillar 
mountain (we still await the first volunteer for this one!). Such are the wonders of 
randomness. So the traditional transect data combined with WCBS data – over 800 squares 
of the latter surveyed across the UK in 2015 - are building up an even more statistically 
robust picture of our butterflies’ fortunes. For the past four years I’ve been tasked with 
finding surveyors for each of these Cumbria squares – not too onerous a task for the 
surveyor as all that’s required is a minimum of one visit to the site in each of July and 
August but with optional spring visits too. A surveyor walks two 1km lines, or transects, 
within the 1km survey square and records all butterfly species and their numbers seen 
within 2.5 metres either side of the path. For those initially not too confident, we can 
usually offer various types of identification guides but, apart perhaps from the Whites, 
there are few butterfly species likely to cause much confusion. Please get in touch if you 
think you may be able to help with this, and I’ll try to find a square not too far from your 
home. Some squares have been faithfully recorded by the same surveyors year after year – 
a big thank you to them! But others are up for grabs each year and sometimes it’s first 
come, first served. Please get in touch with me (contact details inside back cover), without 
any commitment, if you’d like more information about taking part in the WCBS. 

 

     Martin Tordoff  

    

    WCBS Co-ordinator, Cumbria 



Earliest and latest butterfly sightings in Cumbria 2016 

This year all 2016 records received up to the end of February 2017 are included. Record sources include 
UKBMS transects, surveys such as Butterflies of the Wider Countryside and the Big Butterfly Count, BC 
sightings facility submissions, iRecord submissions, records submitted directly to CBDC and various other 
sources of casual records. These equate to over 16,500 records in 2016. The average dates given represent 
the mean first and last sightings over the past 20 years. One evident bias within these data is the ever 
increasing survey effort, which means butterflies are more likely to be detected in lower densities, and 
thus an increased chance of earlier and later dates compared with just a few years ago. 

Species First Ave. Location Last  Ave. Location 

Brimstone 13/03 12/03 4 sites 03/10 23/09 Cragg Howe 
Clouded Yellow 17/08 01/08 Dubmill Point 17/08 20/09 Dubmill Point 
Comma 15/03 25/03 Cragg Howe & Kendal 07/12 24/10 Hampsfield Allotment 
Common Blue 15/05 09/05 Clints Quarry & Oldside 20/09 13/09 Ormsgill, Barrow-in-Furness 
Dark Green Fritillary 06/06 10/06 Kirkhead 28/08 23/08 Dick Fell 
Dingy Skipper 04/05 06/05 Hodbarrow 24/06 27/06 Whitbarrow 
Duke of Burgundy 09/05 09/05 Whitbarrow 03/06 03/06 Whitbarrow 
Grayling 06/06 24/06 Arnside Knott 07/09 29/08 Holme Park Fell 
Green Hairstreak 31/03 11/04 Pen End, Black Combe 06/06 11/06 Meathop Moss 
Green-veined White 16/04 12/04 Dick Fell & Whitbarrow 06/10 29/09 Cragg Howe 
Gatekeeper 05/06 25/06 Lowca 27/08 31/08 Cragg Howe 
High Brown Fritillary 22/06 27/06 Barkbooth Lot 19/08 19/08 Whitbarrow 
Holly Blue 19/04 16/04 Grange-over-Sands 17/09 19/08 Stanwix, Carlisle 
Large Heath 05/06 08/06 Foulshaw Moss 07/08 28/07 Smardale Gill 
Large Skipper 01/06 31/05 Latterbarrow 24/08 12/08 Witherslack 
Large White 20/03 18/04 Wart Barrow 19/10 04/10 Maryport 
Marsh Fritillary 23/05 31/05 Finglandrigg 14/06 20/06 Ennerdale 
Meadow Brown 01/06 09/06 Latterbarrow 13/09 06/09 Rusland & Ormsgill 
Mountain Ringlet 30/05 13/06 Irton Fell 22/07 19/07 Haweswater 
Northern Brown Argus 29/05 09/06 Smardale  17/08 12/08 Whitbarrow 
Orange-tip 19/04 12/04 Cragg Howe & Winster Valley 27/07 16/07 Kirkby Lonsdale 
Painted Lady 06/01 30/04 Siddick & Dalton-in-Furness 15/11 09/10 Kents Bank 
Peacock 03/02 21/02 Eggerslack 24/10 13/11 Bowness-on-Solway 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary 09/05 12/05 Wakebarrow 05/07 22/06 Whitbarrow 
Purple Hairstreak 14/07 16/07 Miltonrigg Wood 28/08 21/08 Haybridge 
Red Admiral 13/03 13/04 Broughton-in-Furness 11/12 13/11 Crosby Ravensworth 
Ringlet 14/05 05/06 Clifton Community Wood 23/08 19/08 Whitbarrow 
Scotch Argus 22/07 18/07 Arnside Knott 24/08 21/08 Smardale Gill 
Silver-washed Fritillary 05/07 07/07 Whitbarrow 29/08 24/08 Witherslack Woods 
Small Blue 14/05 22/05 Oldside 14/08 03/07 Lowca 
Small Copper 09/05 04/05 Sandscale Haws 12/10 08/10 Hodbarrow 
Small Heath 13/05 13/05 Hodbarrow & Arnside Knott 14/09 10/09 Holme Park Fell 
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 14/05 28/05 Wakebarrow 23/07 30/07 Whitbarrow 
Small Skipper 31/05 19/06 Whitbarrow 31/08 08/08 Miltonrigg Wood 
Small Tortoiseshell 10/02 16/02 Kendal 22/12 14/11 Broughton-in-Furness 
Small White 17/03 03/04 Grange-over-Sands 01/11 06/10 Brown Robin 
Speckled Wood 09/04 23/04 Cragg Howe 28/10 14/10 Cragg Howe & Cumwhitton 
Wall 10/05 04/05 Whitbarrow 13/09 23/09 Whitbarrow 
White-letter Hairstreak 05/07 17/07 Brettargh Holt 05/08 17/08 Hincaster 

Data supplied by Cumbria Biodiversity Data Centre (CBDC), Tullie House, Carlisle. 



Dordogne’s moths and butterflies    

Jersey Tiger 

Whilst appreciating the wonderful scenery and 
wildlife of Cumbria I must confess to the occasional 
twitches of envy when reading reports of moth trap 
hauls on the south coast.  All those continental 
immigrants and potential exotic colonists fluttering 
in to the traps down there whilst I am counting 
Common Rustics and    Yellow Underwings in 

Grange. Some are bound to reach me soon I think, but exciting waves of Lepidoptera 
movements down south always seem to coincide with periods of cold nights and few moths 
for me.  I decided to do something about it. No, not move house, but have a mothing 
holiday in the Dordogne and see these species before they even reach our shores. David 
Simpson of Travelling Naturalists and Mike Coverdale jointly lead a “Moths and More” 
wildlife holiday in early September. It is based at Mouzac in a small hotel on the banks of the 
river Dordogne.  David lives nearby at Cabant where his house and gite are tucked away in 
the oak woods and meadows.  There is a wide variety of habitats nearby and by running five 
Robinson traps in night time temperatures in the mid-teens we were not surprisingly 
overwhelmed by moths.  There were hundreds of Four-spotted Footmen, Buff Footmen and 
the aptly named Rosy Footman that sometimes sprinkled the interior of the trap like pink 
confetti.  It was overwhelming on the first morning but Mike had trapped there many times 
before and he was rarely baffled by anything.  Even the micros were generally identified 
with some degree of confidence.  My wish to see unusual UK moths was more than fulfilled.  
By the end of the week I was getting blasé about Jersey Tigers and Lace Borders.  Hawk-
moths are always special and Convolvulus Hawk-moths were frequent.  Humming bird 
Hawk-moths were always nectaring in the hotel garden. But the Death’s –head Hawk-moth 
is really something else.  One was found on the path near a trap—a fantastic beast.  You can 
appreciate why they have historically engendered fear and foreboding but the shivers it sent 
down my spine were of excitement.  This super insect was much photographed before 
release.   As 287 species were seen in five days I won’t list them all but Sorcerer, Bird’s 
Wing, Spotted Sulphur, Gypsy Moth, Lilac Beauty, Waved Black, Scarce Black-neck and 

Three-humped Prominent perhaps indicate the 
quality.  A particularly interesting species which 
was regularly trapped was Box tree Moth 
(Cydalima perspectalis) a large unmistakable 
pied moth of Asian origin.  Its spread across 
Europe has probably been aided by the 
horticultural trade.  The larvae can cause much 
damage to Buxus  species  The Asian hornet, 

      another insect heading our way, exerts some 
      control as it apparently eats the moth larvae 
Zzygaena fausta     and pupae.  So here in the UK we have to hope 
      that we get neither or both.

   



Other insects in the trap each morning reminded me that I wasn’t in Cumbria.  Asian hornets 
had to be moved with care and the occasional Praying Mantis gorged on our Footman feast. 
Bush crickets and grasshoppers provided identification challenges for those interested. 

Although I had gone to enjoy moths primarily, I was taken aback by how many butterflies 
were on the wing in September.  It was hot and dry all week and after our mornings 
emptying the traps and a light lunch at the hotel, we would explore the Dordogne 
countryside with David Simpson who of course knew all the best locations.  We would 
already have enjoyed Cleopatra, Geranium Blue and Adonis Blue nectaring around the hotel 
patio.  These were easy to identify but separating Provencal Blue and Revedin’s  blue later in 
the afternoon@ scorching heat proved a challenge.  As also did some of the fritillaries.  We 
saw eleven “blues” and seven fritillary species in the week and our total butterfly list was an 
amazing  count. Some day-flying moths were pleasing additions to our list during these 
afternoon excursions and I was particularly attracted to the numerous burnet species some 
of which were very striking.  

This was a very well-organised, small group wildlife holiday in a beautiful part of France and 
certainly satisfied my craving for some different Lepidoptera.  The fantastic moth trapping 
opportunities and local knowledge combined to create a holiday that enabled us to see lots 
in a short time.  Definitely one for the real enthusiast though. Don’t take anyone with you 
who isn’t crazy about moths! 

 

 

 Weavers Fritillary    

Swallowtail 

 

 

Martin Chadwick 



 

Update to the Branches within the North England Region 

Last year’s staff update that I circulated to branches was generally well-received; 
accordingly, I have repeated the exercise this year. At the foot of each section I 
have included various ways in which members can lend a hand with the work of the 
Regional Office. Give me a ring on 01388 488428 or email dwainwright@butterfly-
conservation.org if there’s anything you could devote time to. 

For the purposes of this Branch we’ve only included Dave’s reports for Cumbria and 
Lancashire, the latter because the other side of the Morecambe Bay is of interest to 
us as well. 

Cumbria Branch 

Facilitation Fund work: see Lancs 
Branch 

Rusland Horizons: 

 

This lottery-funded project is hosted by  

Lake District National Park. As with all 
such projects, its remit is to involve 
local people by enabling them to 
better-engage with their local heritage, 
natural or otherwise. The area 
encompassed by the project is the 
Rusland Valley wherein are located a 
number of sites that support key 
species including High Brown, Dark 
Green and Small Pearl-bordered Frits, 

Duke of Burgundy, Large Heath, White-letter Hairstreak and Netted Carpet. BC is hosting 
one strand of this project, entitled “Wings in the Woods”. Hilary Smith is our appointed Project 
Leader and can be contacted at hsmith@butterfly-conservation.org
 

x Main aims of the project are to survey and monitor the rare and threatened butterfly and moths 
in the area: 

x To offer advice to landowners and land managers to enhance and improve habitats and 
connectivity across the landscape to the benefit of butterflies and wildlife. 

x To create opportunities for volunteers to be involved with survey work and practical habitat 
management. 

x To offer training in species identification and habitat assessment. 
x To encourage research and partnership work with universities and volunteer groups. 
 
During 2016, Hilary and volunteers have undertaken Fritillary surveys and habitat condition 
assessments at Linsty Hall Wood, China Plantation plus other locations in Grizedale Forest. 
  

Morecambe Bay Limestones Woodlands project: 

This is a 3-year project funded by Landfill Tax redistribution company, WREN. The grant award 
includes approximately £115000 to be spent on management of around 16 woodland sites. Work 
is currently ongoing; sites being managed include Crag Wood, Halecat Wood, Farrer’s Allotment, 
Wakebarrow, Gilbirks, Eggerslack Wood, Holmepark Fell and Hampsfell. 

Monitoring of key species within most areas of woodland managed under this project was 
undertaken in 2016. 



Higher Level Stewardship agreements:

  

BC staff continue to advise on the content of 
agreements on land that supports key 
species. We have been especially active in 
the Winster and Rusland Valleys as well as 
the Morecambe bay Limestones. MW and 
DW have both promoted agreements on land 
in the Winster Valley which supports several 
extant High Brown Fritillary sites, while Martin 
has also helped develop schemes close to 
the Rusland Duke sites which will result in 
improved habitat and hopefully an increase of 
the butterfly’s range in this area. 

Species monitoring: 

See under Lancs Branch

Small Blue on the Cumbrian Coast:

  

BC and Cumbria County Council have 
entered into an agreement whereby we will 
be paid to manage several hectares of land 
for the Small Blue near Workington, including 
an area of slightly over one hectare from 
which topsoil has been removed and where 
Kidney Vetch seeds were sown. In 2016, 
Kidney Vetch flowered for the first time on the 
first scrapes that were created in 2014.

The plant is absolutely thriving; during vegetation surveys undertaken in early June, ground cover 
of the plant exceeded 90%. More pleasingly still, a count of 26 adults was made. Given this was 
the first year in which the Vetch was in suitable condition (i.e. flowering) for the butterfly to breed 
this was a 
most impressive count. Further excellent counts were recorded at a site near Barrow,
at which Small Blues had been released a year earlier. A second series of scrapes at Derwent 
Howe are to be re-seeded as for reasons unknown the first seeding failed. 
 
Netted Carpet Steering Group: 
BC remains an active partner and staff continue to assist with species monitoring on an annual 
basis. Our role has increased through the Rusland Horizons projects (see below) as the project 
area covers several extant and potential sites. 

Help needed with: 

Survey/monitoring of species in Rusland Valley, including Large Heath, High Brown, Dark Green 
and small Pearl-bordered Fritillaries, Netted Carpet moth and White-letter Hairstreak. 

Transects. There are a number that have been discontinued and a number of sites that would 
benefit from regular, systematic monitoring.  

Habitat condition assesments for Pearl-bordered and High Brown Frits. Of increasing importance 
as these species continue to decline. Causes may well be climatic but it’s likely that its impact is 
transmitted to butterfly populations through subtle changes to the species’ habitats. If we know 
what those changes are, we may be able to devise management that addresses them. 

Surveys. Targeting the two above-named frits in particular, particularly in the Winster, Rusland and 
Backbarrow areas.  

 

 



Lancashire Branch: 

Management and monitoring of key fritillary sites: 

A considerable amount of work is undertaken in what, in terms of rare species, is probably the 
most important landscape covered by the Northern England Region: the Morecambe Bay 
Limestones. The work dovetails with that undertaken in the Cumbrian part of the landscape and 
includes: 

- Managing BC’s only reserve 
that supports a population of the 
High Brown Fritillary 
 

   

- Collating and analysing transect 
data from monitored sites 
Morecambe Bay sites. High 
Brown Fritillary netting licences 
for transect walkers are 
obtained from Natural England 
and distributed by staff to 
ensure correct classification of 
High Brown and Dark Green 
Fritillaries, which can be a 
challenge. Data from the 
transects are analysed and 
regional trends for all key 
species, plus others of 
conservation concern, are 
produced. 

- Facilitation Fund. This funding stream derives from Natural England, the statutory 
government body tasked with delivering biodiversity targets for England. This particular pot 
of money is disbursed to organisations who can deliver advice on management practice 
that best delivers benefits to target species and habitats while managing land in a way that 
is economically sustainable – a challenging task under current financial constraints. The 
aim is to ensure land managers work together and, where possible, submit complementary 
grant bids, either to manage woodlands or the farmed landscape so that the landscape as a 
whole is managed in a manner appropriate to the habitats and species being targeted. The 
bidding process to obtain this fund was a competitive one and was dependent upon BC 
staff being able to demonstrate relevant expertise in habitat management and grant 
applications and required us to sign up a worthwhile number of landowners to the project 
whose holdings exceeded 2000 hectares when combined. The fund is administered by 
Martin Wain who disseminates advice to his landowners via a series of site visits, training 
days and practical demonstrations. The current round of funding lasts for five years and we 
are currently within the second year of that timeframe. More information on the Facilitation 
Fund is available at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guide-to-countryside-stewardship-facilitation-
fund/guide-to-countryside-stewardship-facilitation-fund 
Since last year’s update (above) Martin has experienced considerable success in recruiting 
further landowners and there are now about 50 landowners signed up to the scheme, 
covering 3500Ha. A number of successful training days, led by landowner interest, have 
been held which have covered subjects such as woodland management (demonstrating 
coppicing, ride creation for butterflies, firewood processing and storage) Bracken 
management for Fritillary butterflies, Ash die back, dry stone walling, meadow restoration, 
orchard management, conservation grazing, and installing nest boxes. 
The project also included a number of butterfly identification days over the summer, 
including a Duke of Burgundy workshop looking at ongoing successful habitat restoration 
projects, and a not so successful survey for the Argent and Sable in South Cumbria. 



Further Facilitation Fund work involves working with a small number of farmers to create 
Bracken champions who will use their knowledge and experience to promote beneficial 
Bracken management for Fritillary butterflies to other farmers.  

 
Fritillary habitat assessments 
In 2004, BC staff and volunteers undertook habitat condition assessments at five of what were 
then Lancashire and Cumbria’s best sites for High Brown and Pearl-bordered Fritillaries. The 
assessments involved recording elements of the composition and structure of the vegetation of 
these grassland sites. In 2016, this exercise was repeated using identical methods again with 
valuable assistance from branch volunteers. Data analysis is ongoing but preliminary results 
suggest that Bracken litter cover and Violet abundance have both decreased over the intervening 
period, whereas the abundance of species such as Bramble, Bluebell and Honeysuckle has 
increased. Habitat quality at these sites has therefore changed and is probably worse than was 
the case in 2004. The next challenge is to establish the reasons for this and how best the situation 
might be remedied, or if this is indeed possible. 
 

Student research projects 

Andy Whitfield’s Ph. D. research on Fritillary habitat requirements is ongoing and will hopefully 
serve to resolve some of the questions referred to in the previous section. 

In addition to Andy’s work, Lancashire and Cumbria Branches and Martin Wain played an 
important role in supporting research projects undertaken by students from Lancaster University. 
Their research involved intensive mark/recapture studies which determined the abundance and 
movement of our two smallest Fritillaries at Warton Crag. In brief, their work confirmed that the 
PBF had experienced a substantial decline since the last such study was undertaken in 2010, that 
the species is now confined to three very small areas of the Crag and that there was little 
exchange of individuals between these three sub-populations. The SPBF was shown to be more 
numerous, more widespread and appeared capable of greater dispersal than its sister species. 
Data were also gathered on egg-laying behaviour which, once the data are fully analysed, will help 
to confirm where each species breeds, the breeding habitat preferred by each and how (possibly) 
these breeding habitats might best be managed and extended. 

 Help needed with:   
 

    

 

 

Work parties at Myers Allotment 

Further habitat condition assessments at 
Warton Crag (only a few left to do). 

Monitoring of species across wide landscape 
areas. 

 

 

Dave Wainwright 

Regional Officer

 

 



Jottings from the Cumbria Branch  

Sightings Pages, 2016 

Thanks to all members who contributed to the 
sightings pages in 2016.  If you did not 
contribute in 2016, then please make a 
resolution to do so in 2017. 
I’ve downloaded the data from the sightings pages and moved them into an Excel file for 
analysis. The file is available for any member, who wants to make their own examination 
of the data.  Please e-mail me through the address in the newsletter or that on the 
website. 
A few caveats…the data is only for one year.  It’s clear that the final numbers depend on 
the days chosen and the numbers of people making sightings.  I remember going on 
consecutive days to Smardale and seeing groups of Scotch Argus flying high in groups of 
100.  The next day, the wind had shifted making the area near the viaduct more exposed 
with the result that they flew lower, were harder to spot and in smaller groups. 
Out of interest, I divided Cumbria into two, south Cumbria and, north and central Cumbria 
by the simple expedient of selecting sightings contained only in the 100km square prefixed 
SD (“the south”)and those contained only in the squares prefixed NX and NY (“the north”).  
In your mind’s eye, you’ll have imagine the boundary as loosely running from Seascale 
through Eskdale, Coniston, Windermere, just north of Kendal to the middle of the Howgills.  
The south contains the limestone woodlands while the north contains the west coast strip, 
the central dome of Lakeland, the Solway plain and the limestone wedge running into 
Smardale. 
The results are shown on the enclosed  sheets, for all of Cumbria, for the north and for the 
south.  15737 butterflies were recorded in total, 6003 in the north and 9754 in the south.  
In the north, no Brimstone, Duke of Burgundy, Grayling, High Brown Fritillary, Silver-
washed Fritillary or White-letter Hairstreak were recorded.  In the south, no Marsh 
Fritillary or Mountain Ringlet were recorded. 
 
A Flora of Cumbria (1) records a few Buckthorns in the east of the county, but the greater 
concentration lies in the south east of the county, thereby largely explaining the 
distribution of the Brimstone.  The Butterflies of Britain and Ireland (2) shows Grayling 
along the west coast contrary to that recorded here in 2016.  Perhaps it is locally common 
rather than uniformly distributed.  The Duke of Burgundy, High Brown Fritillary, and Silver-
washed Fritillary are usually associated with the limestone woodlands of south Cumbria.  
The White-letter Hairstreak was first reported in Cumbria near Levens village around 2008 
and greater numbers are now being seen in that area.  The absence of Mountain Ringlet in 
south Cumbria is evident from its name.  In principle, the Marsh Fritillary ought to be seen 



in south Cumbria and its absence in modern times is probably due to Devil’s Bit Scabious 
being more dispersed rather than in the extensive areas found in north and west Cumbria. 

       

 
 

Other notable observations are the 
numbers of Scotch Argus at Smardale (399) 
and, Arnside Knott and immediate area 
(383).  There have been indications in 
previous years that the numbers at Arnside 
have been declining compared to Smardale 
but in 2016 they were evenly distributed.  
The population of Small Blues on the 
Ormsgill slag banks at Barrow-in-Furness 
looks very healthy after its translocation 
there in 2015. The differences in the 
relative rankings of the top eight 

butterflies in north and south Cumbria (Table) are striking, particularly the Meadow Brown, 
ranked at 8th in north Cumbria, the most common butterfly nationally and in south 
Cumbria.  Those grasses that are preferred, especially Smooth Meadow-grass, by both the 
Gatekeeper and Meadow Brown are found in south Cumbria and markedly less so in the 
north.  The Butterflies of Britain and Ireland notes that the Small Heath only has a single 
emergence in Scotland while up to three emergences occur in the south of England.  In 
Cumbria, there were no peaks of population, only a continuum of sightings.  The Common 
Blue also exhibited a continuum of sightings.  The Speckled Wood may be migrating 
northwards after its explosive outbreak in Halecat Woods in south Cumbria after clearances 
and controlled introduction in 1984.  

The first sighting of Red Admiral was made in the south on 20 March, followed by the 
second on 11 May and in singletons (total 6) thereafter up to 24 June. These were probably 
immigrants and those from 17 July, their progeny.  The single sighting on 20 March could be 
a rare over-wintering example-the winter 2015-2016 was mild (but wet).  In the north, the 
first immigrant (total 9) was seen on 22 May.  The numbers of immigrants did not match 
the numbers of their progeny, 237 (north) and 414 (south). 

A further example of a rare overwintering species, a Painted Lady, was seen at Keswick on 
12 May and described as “faded”.  The first immigrants were seen at Carlisle on 3rd June 
and in south  Cumbria  on 2nd June, season totals. 109 (north) and 176 (south).  
Finally, the first butterfly of 2016 was a Small Tortoiseshell at Kendal, 



10 February and the last free flying butterfly was in Grange on 27 November.  A Comma 
was disturbed near Grange/Lindale on 7 December and a Red Admiral made a guest 
appearance in a living room at Crosby Ravensworth on 11 December. 
 

All Cumbria   Cumbria SD grid ref.  Cumbria NX & NY grid ref. 
      
           

Species No. %  Species No. %  Species No. % 
                    
Small Heath 1534 9.7  Meadow Brown 1237 12.7  Small Heath 1226 20.4 
Meadow Brown 1514 9.6  Speckled Wood 977 10.0  Marsh Fritillary 449 7.5 
Speckled Wood 1103 7.0  Gatekeeper 594 6.1  Scotch Argus 399 6.6 

Ringlet 896 5.7  
Green-veined 
White 579 5.9  Ringlet 366 6.1 

Green-veined 
White 881 5.6  Common Blue 560 5.7  

Green-veined 
White  302 5.0 

Small 
Tortoiseshell 799 5.1  

Small 
Tortoiseshell 552 5.7  Small Blue 289 4.8 

Scotch Argus 782 5.0  Ringlet 530 5.4  Meadow Brown 277 4.6 

Common Blue 719 4.6  Red Admiral 420 4.3  
Mountain 
Ringlet 272 4.5 

 

 

It’s evident that there are major differences between the north and south Cumbria, as here 
arbitrarily defined, and the examination of sightings in Cumbria as a whole is less 
interesting.  

1 A Flora of Cumbria, G Halliday 1997 
2 The Butterflies of Britain and 

Ireland, J Thomas and R Lewington 
2010 

    

 

   David Eastlick

  



David and Jean cast their minds back …

   

 
 
Going back to look where the work parties had toiled at How 
Ridding (north end of Witherslack Woods) it was a warm sunny 

day in July when we went back there. The Rosebay was patching the roadside verges with Carmine and 
Meadowsweet looking dusty in the heat of the day and the white trumpets of Bindweed flared out from 
the hedges. Driving through Witherslack Woods is always a challenge and there were just as many blind 
corners as usual. The tractors involved with the harvest and the plentiful horse riders were aplenty. The 
walk up to How Ridding (CWT Nature Reserve) is much easier without carrying loppers, bowsaws and the 
rest as we did for work parties. The first part of the walk is easy with dappled sunlight and shade along a 
lovely flat (ish) path but there is a steep ascent of about 100 yards just before you reach the entrance to 
How Ridding. The more open glades in the wood were favoured by Speckled Wood butterflies and the 
Green Veined Whites were searching hidden flight paths through the trees, then a flash of orange showed 
that the fritillaries were about. The Meadow Browns were a mixture of light and dark brown whereas the 
Ringlets were more a chocolate brown in some and very dark in some of the freshly emerged ones. There 
were many Ringlets now unlike a few years ago when we first worked there. Ringlets and Small Skippers 
have prospered and taken over new territories amid all the warnings and gloomy predictions about 
declines in butterfly numbers – a bit of habitat management work can do wonders. The thistles were well 
out and the blackberry flowers were in abundance on the ride underneath the limestone cliffs and it was 
hard to tell where we had been working. There were still piles of sawn wood lying here and there but it 
was crumbling back into the ground. Large and Small Skippers, Northern Brown Argus flew amongst the 
orange lightning strikes of the   fritillaries and the noble shape and majesty of the early hatching Silver 
Washed Fritillaries were gracing the bramble flowers. We sat for an age watching a myriad of dancing, 
questing butterflies until a grey squirrel climbed the tree we were resting by and gave us a rough tonguing 
for invading its space. We were not in time to rescue much of the ancient orchard during our long ago 
work parties at the far end of How Ridding but the re-planting looked well and healthy though the grass 
and bracken was waist high and the enclosing dry stone wall was almost invisible under a mantle of 
blackberry. Overhead the Ravens were croaking and using the warm air as a flyway of ease. A view of the 
lakes hills at the end of the orchard was cool and welcoming then back along the path with the butterflies 
crusading past in the happiness of a wealth of Summer. Thank goodness the work parties are from 
September to March when the weather is more suitable for working hard and the thought of a bonfire of 
brash then was a welcoming thought, but on a warm day like it was today does not bear thinking about. 
Returning quietly through the shade of the woodlands, if a butterfly could speak it would thank us for our 
efforts on its behalf. I am glad to have worked there in the clearings and to create more clearings 
and I’m glad to see the results of our sawing and lopping and the sight of the butterflies 
dancing in the warm sunlight is thanks enough and plenty to spare. You know, without our 
efforts a few years before, they might not have been there not.       

David and Jean Ellwood.        



Work Parties in West Cumbria. 

 
Raegan Blacker, Workington Nature 
Partnership Officer. 
In the last couple of years we have been working 
with the Workington Nature Partnership whose 
officer is Raegan Blacker. She is jointly employed 
by Workington Town Council and Allerdale 
Borough Council to promote and manage nature 
in Workington where there are as we know a 
fantastic array of wildlife sites. As well as looking 
after all the other wildlife areas in Workington 
such as Siddick Pond and Harrington Reservoir 
Raegan also organises volunteers to help me with 
specific butterfly sites such as Oldside windfarm 
and our newly acquired wildlife protected area on 
the ex steelworks site. Both those sites have core 
Small Blue butterfly breeding populations but 
also have an abundance of other species not only 
of butterflies but also of flora and other species 
such as reptiles and birds. Our work with the 

Workington Nature Partnership serves more than 
one useful purpose. It helps us of course as 
without that help we would struggle to manage 
the habitat on which two major core colonies of 
Small Blues are now beginning once again to 
thrive after several years of neglect and re-
development. It also helps the town of 
Workington and the volunteers who come along 
having been gathered together by Raegan. Some 
of the volunteers are regulars now. There’s Dean 
and Greg who can’t get employment locally. They 
are both young lads who come along to help 
because they know it makes a difference and 
they know that if we don’t do what we are doing 
then nobody else will. I must however also 
mention my friend Midge. I don’t actually know 
his real name but he is a gem. He’s in his mid 50’s 
and been unemployed for many years. He is my 
unofficial ‘foreman’ because he comes just about 
every time and ‘works his socks off.’ Despite his 
meagre money situation Midge bought himself a 
small camera a year or so ago because he has 
taken such an interest in wildlife and butterflies 
in particular. He told me that interest gets him up 
and out in a morning when previously he simply 
might not have done. He has a purpose, an aim in 
life now and I tell you what, he’s earned it. 

 

 The Workington Nature Partnership recruit volunteers from those out of work or perhaps disabled in some 
 way. We also get students from the local college rounded up by Raegan. 

 In my opinion this is what we need to be doing in places like West Cumbria. We need to be working with 
 local people and for local people and the wildlife on their doorstep. As they help us, we help them. A 
 win/win situation. Out of it all the wildlife is the winner of course but so too are the volunteers who would 
 not keep coming back to help us if they did not enjoy it. More than that many are developing a keen 
 interest in wildlife – such as my friend Midge. Many thanks to Raegan Blacker for all the help I get. It is she 
 who organises the volunteers. All I do is plan and organise the work and get stuck in as well.

 



 Small Blue butterfly 

  

West Cumbrian wildlife is fantastic and if Raegan, 
Midge, me and the rest of the volunteers have 
any more to do with it then it will be fantastic for 
another generation to see as well. 

Steve Doyle 

 

Ulverston Urban Butterfly Walk Report 

    

 

On Thursday 15th September Martin Chadwick and I set out from Booths to see how many 
butterflies we could count around Ulverston within a 2 hour time frame. 

I had practised the route the day before in bright sunshine and had spotted 50 butterflies, but as the 
weather wasn’t as good now, I doubted we’d have as fruitful a day. I always say a little prayer before 
I go, asking that God will give me eyes to see what’s there in His creation. 

Despite walking down the busy A590, we were soon off the mark with a Small Tortoiseshell, thanks 
to Buddleia and Martin’s keen eye. Our route took us passed the Library, through the centre of town 
to the Health Centre and on to the nearby allotments. We saw a lot of Small White here, after Martin 
suggested we go in rather than just peer over the wall! 

There were some lovely butterflies in the Hospice garden, but we really hit the jackpot as we went 
around Ford Park. It has a wildlife area, a kitchen garden and a “Butterfly Mound,” where appropriate 
plants are growing. We had no time to visit the lovely café here, as we counted Red Admiral, Small 
Tortoiseshell, a Comma, Speckled Wood, Silver Y etc. 

We continued down the narrow, walled lane, which passes near the Hoad and curves back to the 
A590. It was here that Martin made his spot of the day. He noticed a parasitic fly or wasp, ovipositing 
into a pupa, which was actually very well hidden within a plant, growing from the wall. 

After we totalled up our find- 62 butterflies, 8 species and a couple of Silver Y and Nettle Tap moths, 
Martin went back to Booths and I, on his advice, went to pick up the aforementioned pupa, to keep 
it in my shed and see what hatches out.      

This urban walk was a great success in seeing so many butterflies and moths too, so late in the 
flight season.  It would be interesting to see if other urban areas compare with Ulverston at this time 
of year? 

Helen Wallace 



Old Lancashire records for butterflies which relate to what is now part of Cumbria. 

Chris Winnick is a well known Bibliophile and he recently acquired a set of the Annual Reports of the 
Lancashire and Cheshire Fauna Committee from 1923, and its successor the Lancashire and Cheshire Fauna 
Society through to 1976.  These are of particular interest to us, because Lancashire north of Morecambe 
Bay is now part of Cumbria.  The earlyrecorders named their butterflies by their specific names alone and 
with capital initial letters, as for instance “Rhamni”, referring to Gonepteryx rhamni, the Brimstone.  In 
those days there was no “Grid ref.”, so that the first article I read, from 1923, refers to Lepidoptera chiefly 
“found in a small area (about 12 square miles) around Barrow-in Furness”.  Below are butterflies recorded 
in that article: 

Edusa: Coleas  edusa,  Clouded Yellow: Walney Island (in 1922, but not in 1923). 
Rapae: Pieris rapae, Small White. 
Napi: Pieris napi, Green-veined White.  Very plentiful. 
Brassicae: Pieris brassicae, Large White. 
Janira: Maniola jurtina, Meadow Brown. Abundant. 
Megaera: Lasiomatta megera, Wall. Two broods. 
Semele: Hipparchia semele, Grayling. Common on sandhills and rough ground near the sea. 
Aglaia: Argynnis aglaia, Dark-green Fritillary. Plentiful, coast sandhills and elsewhere. 
Euphrosyne: Boloria euphrosyne, Pearl-bordered Fritillary. June 3rd in Sowerby Woods. 
Selene: Boloria selene, Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary.  July 7th in Sowerby Woods. 
Urticae: Aglais urticae, Small Tortoiseshell. 
Io: Inachis io, Peacock.  Said to be common. 
Atalanta: Vanessa atalanta, Red Admiral. Larvae common throughout August. 
Cardui: Cynthia cardui, Painted Lady.  A few larvae but only one worn female on June 1st. 
Phleas: Lycaena phleas, Small Copper.  Common “of course”. 
Icarus: Polyommatus Icarus, Common Blue.  Also common “of course”. 
Corydon: Lysandra corydon, Chalkhill Blue. One “certainly seen” on grass fields on Walney Island. 
Rubi: Callophrys rubi, Green Hairstreak. Larvae “scarce this season on heather”. 
Cardamines: Anthocaris cardamine.  “Abundant last year, scarce this season”. 

 
It would be interesting to hear from entomologists in the Barrow area how these notes compare with 
present experience.  I see that Sowerby Woods are still there on the northern edge of Barrow in Furness, 
but I have not visited them to see whether they might hold any Fritillaries.  
(Ed: I have John, and all the interesting species have long gone more’s the pity but equally there is a lot of 
very good habitat more or less over the road on the dunes of Sandscale Haws). 
 
 

 

John Mounsey  

 
 

 

 

 



BRANCH COMMITTEE CHANGES.......Latest news.                                          
Gary Hedges. 
We have just heard from Gary Hedges that he has been offered a wonderful opportunity at Liverpool 
Natural History Museum and so has had to stand down from being on our committee. Many will know 
Gary and his work in natural history record keeping at Tullie House in Carlisle. He helped organise the 
brilliant annual Recorders Day held at Tullie House and has been heavily involved in processing butterfly, 
moth and other natural history data. He has also produced those lovely colour maps at the back of recent 
editions of this newsletter....including this issue. Outside work he has a real passion for moths and i am 
sure that he will continue to ‘fly the flag’ for moths and butterflies in the Liverpool area. ‘Thank you Gary 
and best wishes’. 
 

Jennifer Rae 

We are delighted to welcome Jennifer Rae onto the committee as our new Membership Secretary. She has 
a lot of experience in helping to run bird and natural history societies and has already been busy in 
producing the insert with this newsletter on ‘how to get the most out of your membership’....something 
that i think we all appreciate. The challenge now is to increase membership!...if you know someone who 
loves the countryside why not give them a gift of BC membership? 
If you would like to join the BC committee [we meet three times a year] or help us in a different way please 
contact me as we would love to hear from you!  
 
Chis Winnick  

 

   

 

And finally …… Why do we bother……… ? 

We volunteers do it because we care. If we didn’t do it the likelihood is that nobody else would. 
 
So next time you think why do I bother, why should I bother, just think you too could make a difference 
and you know what, I bet you would feel better for it. I do………. 

         …….. because it matters! 

 

         

  



 

CUMBRIA BRANCH OFFICERS

Branch Chairman Chris Winnick                         
   The Old Vicarage 
             Queens Road 
               Kendal, LA9 4PL 
              

 
 

 
01539 728254 
chriswinnick@tiscali.co.uk

 

Conservation Done jointly by the Branch Committee.     
Officer    
Treasurer      David Eastlick, 16, Highfield Road, Grange over Sands,  

LA11 7JA, 015395 32076    
eastlick@ktdbroadband.com 

Moth Officer Martin Tordoff, 1 Fletcher Drive, Kendal, LA9 7DL 
   01539 735935  mt@vmst.fsnet.co.uk 
 
Membership Jennifer Rae, 01524 762193,      
Secretary  jennifer.rae@btinternet.com 
 

Committee   Peter Boardman  Wendy Nelson        Tom Dunbar  
Members  Martin Chadwick   Karen McLellen 

 

Newsletter Editor Steve Doyle, 14 The Willows, Durdar, Carlisle, CA2 4UP 
   01228 544059  stevedoyle44@hotmail.co.uk 
Webmaster  Mark Eastlick  
 

Nationally  Butterfly Conservation, Manor Yard, East Lulworth,    
   Wareham,Dorset, BH20 5QP, Reg. in England 2206468 Charity Reg.  
   254937 (England & Wales), SCO392268 (Scotland)    
 
Regional Officer Dave Wainwright, Butterfly Conservation Regional Office. 
and assistant Low Barns, Witton le Wear, Bishop Auckland, Co. Durham 
   DL14 0AG, 01388 488428   
   dwainwright@butterfly-conservation.org 
   Assisted in N. Lancs and Cumbria by Martin Wain 



A few more Moths found in Cumbria …… 

  
White Spotted Sable – South Cumbria  Antler moth – Moorland areas 
 Day flyer May to July, woodland glades  July to September 

        
Map Winged Swift – Open areas  Ghost moth – male. At dusk over grassy 
June/July     areas, June/July. 
 

  
Goat moth – rare in Cumbria June/July December moth – October to December 
On broadleaved trees.   Common in Cumbria 
 

  
Oak Eggar – July/August, males can day fly   Drinker moth – July/August nocturnal. 
       
 
       






