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Message from our Branch Chairman 
Welcome to a special 30th Edition of our newsletter. We have added 
extra pages and a better cover which costs a little more to produce but 
let us know if you prefer this. I cannot mention newsletters without giving 
a heartfelt ‘thank you’ to our newsletter editor Steve Doyle. For those 
who were not members fifteen years ago when Steve was instrumental 
in founding the Cumbria Branch of Butterfly Conservation he has 
produced every single issue of our newsletter and continues to be a 
major contributor of articles. On behalf of our Committee and 
membership congratulations on reaching this milestone.  

I am also delighted to applaud the superb achievement of Sarah Bradley 
in being awarded an ‘Outstanding Volunteer’ award by Butterfly 
Conservation at their recent national AGM and Members Day. She has 
been a committee member, treasurer, moth officer, work party leader, 
newsletter article writer, field trip organiser and a negotiator with 
landowners. Although Sarah stepped down from the Committee in 2014 
she continues her work on the High Brown and Marsh Fritillary Action 
Groups and is still breeding thousands of Marsh Fritillary caterpillars to 
help Steve with our reintroduction programme. Some will remember that 
Steve Doyle also received this prestigious award in 2008 so we are 
proud to have two Cumbrian members having this recognition. 

As I write this message I can reflect back on 2014, a year full of 
butterflies, moths and promise but one that suffered from a very wet 
August! Most Spring and early Summer butterflies put in a good show 
and migrant species such as Painted Lady, Clouded Yellow and Silver Y 
moths were much in evidence. On the ‘down’ side some of our rare 
Fritillary butterflies were less evident than expected. Pearl Bordered 
Fritillaries are especially threatened and remain in only a small number 
of increasingly isolated colonies in the Morecambe Bay area. Small 
Pearl Bordered Fritillaries fared a little better but High Brown and even 
Dark Green Fritillaries had a Winter ‘hangover.’ Frustratingly just as 
Silver Washed Fritillaries were showing that they at least can cope with 
a very wet mild Winter they were ‘washed out’ by August. Most 
Fritillaries seem to like a cold frosty Winter – so after our recent cold 
frosty snap of weather things might be looking good for 2015!  



In the north and west of Cumbria the Marsh Fritillary bucks the trend and 
along with the Small Blue in the west both had very good seasons – see 
separate articles in this newsletter. This illustrates how habitat 
restoration along with the right weather conditions can combine and 
contribute to spectacular success. On balance most of our more 
common species also did well but we must never let up on our 
conservation and recording efforts in case some of these species ever 
become threatened. Recording is essential in this respect as it gives an 
early indication of a trend, good or not so good. 

More people than ever before are recording butterflies and moths. This 
is true nationally and it is most certainly true here in Cumbria where our 
new sightings page on our website has made a real difference (see 
article in this newsletter). David and Mark Eastlick have worked very 
hard behind the scenes to set this up and help make it such a success 
and I’m sure you join me in offering our congratulations and appreciation 
for all they have done. Recently the 2014 sightings were sent to Gary 
Hedges at Tullie House Museum where Cumbria has it’s Biodiversity 
Data Centre(CBDC). I know Gary was delighted to have received 
thousands of records of butterflies and day-flying moths from 82 
recorders including 33 new recorders, for 2014. As well as entering 
sightings in 2015 you might simply want to see what is about and where 
to find it but please make good use of the service and remember it is for 
day-flying moths as well as butterflies. 

Our Winter work party programme will restore and enhance habitat with 
a mix of coppicing, scrub clearance, grass cutting/strimming and 
glade/ride maintainence. We are always looking to recruit new 
volunteers to both our Sunday and Wednesday work parties. Tools and 
training is provided and you work at your own pace. Details are always 
in our Autumn newsletter and on our website. We NEED your HELP with 
this essential conservation work but if you have any queries please  
contact me. 

Please have a close look at all the many full and half day trips detailed in 
this newsletter and make a diary note to come along if you can. They 
cover almost all the forty species of butterflies in Cumbria and this year 
we have further expanded our moth events. They are all guided by 
people with real expertise and all habitats are good for birds and flowers 



as well as the target species listed. Note some are joint with Cumbria 
Wildlife Trust and other organisations. We have been fortunate with 
weather in the past (well mainly) but if the forecast is poor please 
contact the field trip leader directly beforehand for confirmation. You will 
see we also have three Summer ‘bracken bashing’ sessions when 
walking sticks or similar will help – Fritillaries love a combination of 
violets and bracken but not too much of the latter so come along if you 
feel like hitting something with a big stick and we’ll find some bracken for 
you to take you to hit. 

We have become increasingly aware that lots of our members are 
getting really interested in moths as well as butterflies. There have been 
many excellent new identification guides published recently including 
one by ‘wild guides’ devoted to day flying moths and others making 
identification easier – even micro moths! More people own moth traps – 
a good ‘Skinner’ trap can be purchased for about £100 or if you do the 
DIY the electrics cost £40-£60. Our moth officer Martin Tordoff would be 
pleased to advise and welcome you to one of our moth events. 

Finally if we are to persuade our newsletter editor to continue with extra 
pages we need extra articles. They don’t need to be ‘heavy’ reading but 
a variety of articles from members would be great. A recent article on 
butterfly gardening was extremely popular so think about what you could 
write about and let me or our newsletter editor know. 

We hope you enjoy some lovely days out this coming Summer in 
Cumbria’s lovely and varied countryside and hopefully we’ll see you at a 
field trip or two – especially on 6th June at our Members Day, details later 
in this newsletter. Best wishes, 

Chris Winnick    
      
     We have always had a very good relationship with our 
friends who do so much for butterfly and moth conservation in Lancashire so we are very 
pleased to invite all of their members to any of our Summer events or Winter work parties. 
Recently they have been actively looking for new Committee members and especially a 
Treasurer and a Branch Chair Person. Until a Chair Person can be appointed I and my 
colleague Malcolm Slater from Cheshire Branch will act as ‘joint Chair.’  If you would like to 
help Lancashire BC I would be delighted to hear from you. 



From David Dennis …… 
My memories of Cumbria go back a long way, even beyond the time when, as a twenty-
something, I foolishly led my two small kids up a particularly steep slope on Helvellyn, only 
to realise that small people would have rather more trouble getting safely down than up. 
We made it, but I had seriously to rethink my inadequate approach to responsible 
parenting!  Well before that, I remember a nervous early tryst with the lady who was later 
(in spite of this incident) to become their mother, when we pitched our tent one rainy 
evening, right on the edge of Ullswater. The downpour lasted all night (not adding much to 
the romantic atmosphere) and we discovered, on waking, that we were now actually  
Ullswater. Did our tent have a sewn in groundsheet? Er….sadly, no! 

You might think that all this would have put me off your glorious part of the world, but far 
from it. I have returned many times, not least on quests to complete my photo collection of 
UK butterflies. This has involved trips through splendid scenery, and in wonderful weather, 
to Honister Pass for Mountain Ringlet, and to spectacular Smardale Gill for Scotch Argus – 
my last UK species, which I tracked down just a few years ago. And of course, the photos are 
never quite good enough, so I expect to return again and again. 

It is, therefore, always with particular pleasure that I turn to your excellent branch 
newsletter, with its wealth of information. Your newsletter editor, Steve Doyle has much to 
be proud of, particularly as I understand this is his 30th edition. Congratulations and many 
thanks to him! And in fact to all of you, because the newsletter could not maintain such a 
high standard without input from many other contributors. 

Your Chair, Chris Winnick has been, and remains a huge support to BC nationally, through 
the Branch 2020 Action Group, and through all that he achieves in the North West. So this 
comes with grateful thanks and very best wishes to him, to Steve, and to all Cumbria Branch 
members. 

 
From Martin Warren ….. 
Dear Cumbria Branch, 
Many congratulations on your 30th newsletter. I would like to send my deep thanks to the 
editor of the last 30 issues and also the many BC members who have contributed to an 
excellent series of newsletters. The Branch is involved in many crucial activities to save 
butterflies and moths and the newsletter is an important way of keeping local BC members 
informed. 
I have always been very fond of Cumbia since University days when I went on a field trip to 
Windermere studying the impact of visitor pressure. I remember how cold the lake was for 



swimming, but how magnificent the mountains were. I have since been back regularly with 

my family, climbing most of the high peaks and of course seeing your special butterflies like 

the Mountain Ringlet and High Brown Fritillary.  

When I became Conservation Officer for Butterfly Conservation back in 1993, I was pleased 

to work with a great bunch of local members on the High Brown Action Group to promote 

the conservation of this our most threatened butterfly. I had the great pleasure of meeting 

the current editor Steve Doyle as well as local experts such as Rob Petley-Jones, manager of 

Gait Barrows National Nature Reserve. As a result the Group’s efforts, we were able to raise 

funds to develop a major project which is now morphed into the Morecambe Bay 

Limestones project. This is now one of our flagship projects making giant strides to conserve 

habitats not just for the High Brown but also other local rarities such as Pearl-bordered 

Fritillary, Northern Brown Argus and Duke of Burgundy.  

I wish all of you every success in the future and look forward to reading about them in 

coming issues. With very best wishes 

Chief Executive

 
Butterfly Conservation Summer 2015 Field Trips and Events 

Outdoor Events - general advice and information: For all outdoor events guests 
should bring suitable outdoor clothing, waterproofs and boots or similar. Bring a 
packed lunch for whole day events, and sun cream and plenty of water in hot 
weather. For evening moth etc events bring clothing as above plus a good torch with 
new / recharged batteries. General safety advice will be given before all our events 
but we ask all who attend to take personal responsibility for their own safety and to 
pay special regard to trip hazards and the likely presence of ticks. If your require 
further information or wish to check whether an event has been postponed or 
cancelled due to poor weather then please contact the walk leader / contact before 
setting out. 
 
Print your directions from your home using our direction tool (using the directions tab on 
main navigation menu) on the Branch web site! 

Day 
Event 

Friday 
27 March  
19:00 until late 
 
 

Spring Moths at Serpentine Woods, Kendal  
Joint event with Fellside Forum 
Moth enthusiasts from Butterfly Conservation will be running light traps on and 
around the Dancing Green, hoping to attract many species of attractive and 
interesting moths. What can we add to the 42 moth species already recorded 
here?  
Directions: From High Tenterfell Road take Golf club access road, and enter 
wood through stile at Grid ref SD509926. Notices will be posted to guide you 



into the wood. Parking very limited, so please arrive on foot if possible 
Contact: Martin Tordoff, 01539 735935, 07981 348 148 if the weather is 
doubtful. 

Tuesday 
21 April 
20.00 until late 

Moths of Humphrey Head 
A trap will be run at the base of the cliff. We have not trapped early in the 
season here before, so although a large catch is not anticipated, it may be an 
interesting one. 
Target species - Barred Tooth-striped 
Directions Park on the beach just beyond the cattle grid at Grid ref SD390740 
Contact Martin Chadwick 015395 32553 or 07963 810 027 on day 

Thursday 
21 May 
10.30 

Spring Butterflies of Eaves Wood and Heald Brow, Silverdale 
Joint event with Butterfly Conservation Lancashire Branch 
A general butterfly walk round these two lovely National Trust sites, and 
keeping an eye open for Duke of Burgundy in particular.  
Directions Meet at Eaves Wood car park, Grid ref SD471759. 
Contact David Wainwright dwainwright@butterfly-conservation.org 
01388 488428, 07709 278 407 
Please send your contact details to David if you intend going, as there is a 
chance the event may be postponed until Thursday 28th if weather 
unfavourable on the 21st.) 

Friday 
22 May 
10.00-1400 

Butterflies of Warton Crag 
Joint with Arnside Natural History Society and BC Lancashire Branch 
Target species: Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Small Heath, Dingy Skipper; Green 
Hairstreak 
Directions: Meet at Warton Quarry car park, Grid ref: SD491723 
Contact:  Chris Winnick 01539 728254 

Saturday 
30 May 
10.45 

Marsh Fritillaries at Finglandrigg and Small Blues at Workington 
Joint with Arnside Natural History Society 
A wonderful opportunity to see Marsh Fritillaries and if good weather we will 
move on to Workington after lunch for Small Blue, Dingy Skipper, Wall Brown, 
Large Skipper and Common Blue  at Oldside Windfarm Grid ref NX995304 at 
about 14.30 
Directions to Finglandrigg: Take B5307 west from Carlisle and pass through 
Thurstonfield and Kirkbampton. After about a mile, note Haverlands car park 
on left and park at layby Grid ref NY283572  
Contact: Steve Doyle, 01228 544059 for full directions see branch web site 

Sunday 
31 May 
10.45 

Butterflies of Irton Fell & Eskmeals Dunes 
A gentle climb to see Mountain Ringlets at this their lowest altitude site in 
Lakeland, and a coastal walk to see the butterflies of Eskmeals dunes 
Bring wellies in case Eskmeals very wet!. Order of the day to be decided 
according to weather. 
Directions Meet at car park at Grid ref NY121012, on Eskdale Green to 
Santon Bridge road. 
Contact:  Chris Winnick 01539 728254  

Saturday 
6 June 
10.00-13.00 

Members’ Day and AGM  Butterfly Conservation Cumbria Branch 
Tullie House, Carlisle  
Optional afternoon visit to Finglandrigg Nature Reserve, weather permitting 



For programme, agenda, and directions to venue see separate notice in this 
newsletter 

Sunday  
7 June 

Open Day and Country Fair at Myerscough Agricultural College 
There will have a joint BC Cumbria / Lancashire stall in the Countryside 
marquee. If you can help man this stall for part of the day please contact Chris 
Winnick 01539 728254. 
Directions near A6 at Bilsborrow, north of Preston, satnav: PR3 0RY 

Tuesday  
16 June 
13.00 

Butterflies of Allithwaite Quarry and Kirkhead 
We will begin at the quarry at 13.00 looking for common species that often 
emerge early here.  We will then car share for a short drive to Kirkhead (limited 
roadside parking here) to explore this infrequently visited limestone headland.  
Recent scrub clearance has enhanced this already beautiful site. Limited 
recording here but Northern Brown Argus (NBA) is present. 
Target species - Dingy Skipper in the quarry, NBA at Kirkhead 
Directions In Allithwaite meet at the community playing fields, Grid ref 
SD388767. Please do not park in Quarry Lane as it causes friction. The 
gate to Kirkhead is at Grid ref SD394758, but meet at the roadside 
Contact Martin Chadwick 01539 532553 or 07963 810 027 on the day 

Wednesday 
24 June 
13.00 

Butterflies and Moths of White Scar and Meathop Moss 
White Scar courtesy of the Landowners of Crosthwaite & Lyth 
A return visit to this interesting site at the south end of Whitbarrow to assess 
the effects of recent management.  We will move on to Meathop Moss, car 
sharing if necessary as there is limited parking at this CWT reserve. Target 
species at White Scar - Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary and Dark Green 
Fritillary.  At Meathop - Large Heath and possibly Manchester Treble-bar 
Directions:  White Scar Quarry is located on the SE end of Whitbarrow Scar. 
From either direction along the A590, turn off this road at the last turning 
before (from Barrow direction) or the first turning after (from Kendal direction) 
the A5074 Lyth Valley road (SD466850). After 500m, turn right towards 
Raven's Lodge. Pass through the farm yard, bearing right and park in the 
second car park on the left. Grid ref SD460852 
Contact:  Martin Chadwick 01539 532553 or 07963 810 027 on the day. 

Saturday 
27 June 
10.00 to ca 
17.00 

Mountain Ringlets, Haweswater 
For this year’s second Mountain Ringlet walk, we’re visiting Kidsty Pike / High 
Raise again to see one of Lakeland’s most thriving colonies of this butterfly. 
This event will involve walking over rough uneven terrain with moderate to 
steep inclines and hopefully with great views over Haweswater (around 5.5km 
walk each way with about 650m of ascent). This event is free but booking is 
needed as it may be cancelled at short notice if weather inclement. Please 
book by calling MT below. Please be aware that good weather (a minimum of 
15°C with some sunshine) is necessary to see the bu tterflies, so phone for 
information by 0830 hours on the day if weather looking unfavourable, as we 
won’t be at the start point if event cancelled. 
Note: If cancelled due to bad weather on 27 June, event will be rescheduled 
for Saturday 4 July. But if also cancelled on latter date the event will be 
cancelled 
Leaders: Martin Tordoff and Chris Winnick. 



Directions: Meet at Haweswater Head car park at Grid ref NY468107. 
Contact: Martin Tordoff  01539 735935, 07981 348 148 
 

Sunday 
28 June 
10.00 

Linsty Hall Wood, near Ickenthwaite, Rusland 
Bracken-bashing – a work party, but with added butterfly opportunities! A 
chance of early Dark Green and High Brown Fritillaries? Please bring along an 
old walking stick or similar implement for bashing 
Directions At Haverthwaite crossroads on the A590 take the road (to right if 
westbound) signposted Bouth. Shortly, at a T-junction turn right, then left fork 
soon after and head for Rusland village. At Rusland Cross (about 3 miles) the 
road bears sharp left (ignore minor turning on right to Crosslands), then shortly 
afterwards bear sharp right by Rusland Hall. At a T-junction facing church turn 
left. After less than half a mile keep left, ignoring the two right turns to 
Satterthwaite, but soon after look for the sharp right turn uphill through woods 
to Ickenthwaite. After less than a mile park on open grassland on left at Grid 
ref SD326897 
Contact Chris Winnick 01539 728254 

Wednesday 
8 July 
10.00 

Township Plantation 
Bracken-bashing, followed by an easy Summer Butterflies walk. Please bring 
along an old walking stick or similar implement for bashing 
Directions: From Gilpin Bridge on the A590 take the A5074 then second left 
into The Howe hamlet. Turn left in the centre at the top of the hill, then bear 
right on a bumpy track. Park at the first clearing in the wood. Grid ref 
SD453884 
Contact: Tony & Heather Marshall 015395 68304 

Saturday 
11 July 
10.00 – 13.00 

Butterflies at Gait Barrows 
Joint with BC Lancashire Branch – their Members’ Day & AGM 
Target species - High Brown and Dark Green Fritillaries,Grayling and Northern 
Brown Argus. Rob Petley-Jones (site warden) will lead a walk from 1000-1200 
hours followed by lunch and optional presentations (pm) in “the barn” 
Directions: Meet at “The Barn”. The entrance is through the (normally closed) 
metal bar gate off Brackenthwaite Road at SD483778. Follow the rough track 
to “the barn” at SD483774 
Contact: Chris Winnick 01539 728254 

Sunday 
12 July 
10.00 

Township Plantation 
Bracken-bashing, followed by an easy Summer Butterflies walk. Please bring 
along an old walking stick or similar implement for bashing 
Directions: From Gilpin Bridge on the A590 take the A5074 then second left 
into The Howe hamlet. Turn left in the centre at the top of the hill, then bear 
right on a bumpy track. Park at the first clearing in the wood. Grid ref 
SD453884 
Contact: Tony & Heather Marshall 015395 68304 

Saturday  
18 July 
10.00 

Summer Butterflies at Eaves Wood, Silverdale 
A “Big Butterfly Count” event joint with BC Lancashire Branch 
Target species - White-letter Hairstreak, Northern Brown Argus, Gatekeeper, 
possible Dark Green and High Brown Fritillaries, and common species 
Directions:  Meet at car park Grid ref SD470759, Park Road, near junction 



with The Row, northeast of Silverdale Village 
Contact: Tom Dunbar tomdunbar@sky.com or text / phone on 07740 930 035. 
If cancelled due to bad weather on 18th July, event will be rescheduled for 
following day 

Tuesday  
21 July 
10.30-1500 

Butterflies of Hutton Roof Crags and Lancelot Clark Storth 
A “Big Butterfly Count” event joint with Cumbria Wildlife Trust 
Target species – Dark Green and High Brown Fritillaries, Northern Brown 
Argus, Grayling, Small Heath, Common Blue. 
Leaders: Andrew Walter and Chris Winnick.  
Directions: Meet at the Clawthorpe Road layby, Grid ref: SD543783, car-
sharing if possible. 
Contact: Book in advance with Andrew Walter, at CWT office 01539 816300 

Monday 
27 July 
21.30 till late 

Moths at White Scar Quarry, Whitbarrow 
Courtesy of the Landowners of Crosthwaite & Lyth 
Our first public moth event at this limestone grassland site, where extensive 
management work has been undertaken by our members 
Directions:  White Scar Quarry is located on the SE end of Whitbarrow Scar. 
From either direction along the A590, turn off this road at the last turning 
before (from Barrow direction) or the first turning after (from Kendal direction) 
the A5074 Lyth Valley road (SD466850). After 500m, turn right towards 
Raven's Lodge. Pass through the farm yard, bearing right and park in the 
second car park on the left. Grid ref SD460852 
Contact: If weather doubtful, Martin Tordoff, 01539 735935, 07981 348 148 
before 1730 hours on the night. 

Friday 
 31 July 
21.00 till late 

Moths at Smardale Gill, from 2100 hours until late. 
Joint event with Cumbria Wildlife Trust 
We will run several moth traps near the old viaduct (at Grid ref NY728070), 
where we hope to attract moths from both grassland and woodland habitats. It 
is several years since moths were recorded here, so who knows what will turn 
up? Also a possibility of glow-worms in the grassy areas 
Directions: At 0.5 miles south of Kirkby Stephen station, turn off A685 
(Ravenstonedale to Kirkby Stephen road) by a small tree plantation onto a 
minor road signposted Smardale. Straight on, cross railway and turn left after 
about 2km. Ignore sign for Smardale Hall, bear right and cross disused railway 
followed by immediate left turn and left again into car park marked Cumbria 
Wildlife Trust. Grid ref NY738083. Followed by1¼ miles level walk to site 
Contact: If weather doubtful, Martin Tordoff, 01539 735935, 07981 348 148 
before 18.00 hours on the night. 
Book in advance with Andrew Walter, at CWT office 01539 816300 

Saturday  
1 August 
11.00 

Butterflies of Yealand Hall Allotment and Myers Allotment, Silverdale 
Joint meeting of BC Lancashire and Cumbria branches 
Morning visit to Yealand Hall Allotments butterflies, then lunch, bring own or at 
Leighton Moss café 13.00-14.30 hours, then short walk to Myers Allotment. 
Target species - large fritillaries, White-letter and Purple Hairstreaks 
Directions: Meet at lay-by at Grid ref SD493761 
Contact: Dave Wrigley 01524 782962, phone before 0930 hours if weather 
doubtful. If cancelled may be rescheduled for following day 



Wednesday 
 5 August 
10.00-14.00 

Butterflies of Arnside Knott (A “Big Butterfly Count” event) 
Target species - Scotch Argus, High Brown and Dark Green Fritillaries. Bring 
lunch. 
Directions: From Arnside promenade turn left up Silverdale Road, then right 
on Red Hills road. After 1 km turn left up minor road signposted The Knott. NT 
Car park about 800m further on at Grid ref SD450774  
Contact: Chris Winnick 01539 728254 

Sunday 
 9 August 
10.00-14.30 

Butterflies at Witherslack Woods and Howe Ridding 
A “Big Butterfly Count” event joint with Cumbria Wildlife Trust 
Target species - Silver-washed, Dark Green and High Brown Fritillaries, and 
other high Summer species. Bring lunch 
Directions: Meet at “The Kennels” next to Witherslack Hall School, at Grid ref 
SD436859 
Contact: Book in advance with Andrew Walter 01539 816300 

Saturday 
15 August 
10.00-13.00 
 

Butterflies of Halecat Woods and Nursery 
Target species – woodland and garden butterflies. After a woodland walk, we 
will look at the species of garden plants which offer the best Summer nectar 
Directions: Off A590 at Witherslack junction, then follow brown “Halecat 
Nursery” signs, Grid ref: SD433835 
Contact: Chris Winnick 01539 728254 

Monday 
17 August 
from 10.20 

Moth morning at Warton, Carnforth 
Joint with Arnside Natural History Society 
A moth identification session at the home of Peter Stevens: 16 Newcroft, 
Warton, Carnforth LA5 9QD Grid ref: SD503729. Peter’s overnight catch will 
be identified, but please feel free to bring your own moth trap catch along too. 
Light refreshments provided. No booking required 
Directions: Newcroft is situated off Croftlands, the latter to north-west of Main 
Street at the north end of Warton village 
Contact: Chris Winnick 01539 728254 (on behalf of Peter Stevens) 
 

Friday evening 
11 September 
from 19.45 
until late and 
Saturday 
morning 
12 September 
from 08.30 

National Moth Night event at CWT Plumgarths gardens 
Joint with Cumbria Wildlife Trust 
To celebrate National Moth Night 2015, moth enthusiasts will be running light 
traps around this beautiful garden on Friday evening, hoping to attract many 
species of attractive and interesting moths – can we add a few more to the 130 
moth species already identified on this site? We shall identify moths as they 
arrive, then open the traps on Saturday morning to examine the night’s moth 
catch prior to their release. Feel free to attend one or both events. Subject to 
cancellation if wet, cold or windy 
Directions: Meet at CWT, Plumgarths, Kendal LA8 8 LX Grid ref: SD494947. 
Around 300m on the right along the Crook, Bowness road (B5284) from 
Plumgarths roundabout 
Contact Martin Tordoff 01539 735935, 07981 348 148.  
Booking in advance required by phoning CWT on 01539 816300 

Saturday 
evening  
12 September 

National Moth Night event at Township Plantation 
Courtesy of the Landowners of Crosthwaite & Lyth 
Our second National Moth Night 2015 event, with a chance to see some of the 



from 
19.45 until late   

late-Summer / Autumn moths in this beautiful coppiced limestone woodland 
and grassland. Subject to cancellation if wet, cold or windy 
Directions: Take A5074 from Gilpin Bridge, take second left turn to 'The 
Howe' (no signpost), cross minor road and climb to the centre of the hamlet. 
Turn left on tarmac road, then bear right onto a track with concrete wheel 
tracks. Enter the wood and park at the first clearing--parking limited. Grid ref: 
SD454885. 
Contact: If weather doubtful, Martin Tordoff, 01539 735935 or 07981 348 148 
before 1800 hours on the night. 

 
ALSO – We are looking for volunteers for our annual Marsh Fritillary web search and 
count. See note after the Marsh Fritillary article. If you are interested in helping 
please contact Steve Doyle on 01228 544059 or on stevedoyle44@hotmail.co.uk.  

Saturday 6 June – Tullie House, 
Carlisle, with optional afternoon visit to Finglandrigg Nature 
Reserve, weather permitting. 
Don’t be put off by ‘AGM.’ This will be brief but the rest of this event at 

 Museum in the centre of Carlisle is a fascinating place where we will 
also have a programme of presentations, displays, questions and answers. 
Lunch will be followed by an afternoon visit to where the 
rare Marsh Fritillary butterfly will be flying. Last years event at Blackwood Farm 
near Keswick was a great success with our largest ever attendance. This year I 
am delighted to report that we will be based at the fine Tullie House Museum 
in Carlisle and then there will be a 6 to 7 mile drive out of town to Finglandrigg 
west of Carlisle. 
The programme for the day, in the lecture theatre is:-  

  10.00   to   10.30 Welcome and AGM 
  10.30   to   11.00 Review of the Year  
  11.00   to   11.30 Recording Cumbria’s butterflies and moths 
  11.30   to   12.00 Short break and a chance to see some butterfly 
     and moth collection cases. 
  12.00   to   13.00 Tullie House staff talk about the work of the 
     Recording and Data Centre. 
  13.00   to   14.00 Lunch break and time to see more collection  
     cases or more of the museum.  
  14.30   to   16.00 Guided walk around Finglandrigg National   
     Nature Reserve to see Marsh Fritillaries. 
For lunch there are catering facilities at Tullie House or in Castle Street just outside but you 
may prefer to eat your own outside or at on the way to Finglandrigg. 

Branch Chairman



Cumbria Branch’s Sightings Page is One Year Old! 

The sightings page is one year old.  It was developed over the winter 2013-2014 and went 
live at the start of the 2014 season.  It’s really easy to enter data following the systematic 
route.  Each species is entered separately but the code behind the scenes “remembers” 
much of the inputted data so that for many sightings at one site entry is rapid.  The grid 
reference can be determined using a Google interactive map, which is simple to use and 
added directly to your entry.  By using the satellite mode in open country, geographical 
features, walls, tracks, trees are readily identifiable.  When you have entered all the data 
required you are rewarded by a big green tick and the sighting will be entered automatically 
into the data base. A red cross indicates a failed entry and the errors will be displayed and 
require correction or addition before a successful entry is made. An optional photographic 
image can be added. 

In the viewing mode a valid record is displayed, namely species, the recorder, date and 
place.  Your email  address is not displayed publicly but can be read in a different mode by 
supervisors if they wish to discuss the sighting and in any case the address is deleted after 
three months. 

Each individual entry is displayed in a single line and the same band of blue links multiple 
entries from the same site on the same day.  There are advanced and basic modes.  The 
basic mode will tell you what’s flying and where: the advanced mode allows a more detailed 
examination of trends and patterns. At both stages of entering and viewing data, help is 
available. Data are displayed in tabular form by default.  Other views are available, such as 
an image gallery, map based and others. 

At the end of the year the data are down loaded to Tullie House where they are merged with 
the individual data sets sent directly.  We do ask that you do not submit the same data twice 
by sending it to Tullie House and entering it on the sightings page.  

In 2014, 1387 sightings from the web sightings page were added to the about 4000 sightings 
submitted directly, a complement of 35%.  Sightings were made from all over the county 
including the mountainous centre.  Most sightings were on the limestone woods and 
grasslands in the south and the fewest from the Eden Valley.  The most common species?—
Peacock, Red Admiral, Small Tortoiseshell and Green-veined White, all over a hundred. The 
least reported?-two White-letter Hairstreaks. Most heartening was the addition of 33 new 
recorders to the county database.  Another major achievement was the number of day-flying 
moth records produced. Forty eight moth species were recorded. That compares with 39 
Butterfly species.  Day-flying moths were recorded in smaller numbers, the most numerous 
being cinnabar, mother shipton and speckled yellow, all in the tens. 

I hope this will encourage you all to go out and use the sightings facility.  Make it a new 
season’s resolution! 

We are all very grateful to Mark Eastlick who made it all work to plan and to the Martins, 
Chadwick and Tordoff, who helped in the practical application of the facility.  Finally, a thank 
you to all the recorders who made it all worthwhile. 

David Eastlick 



      Cumbria Branch 2014 Sightings … 
        … summary of results. 
 
 
There were 82 recorders in total which included 33 new recorders to the 
county database. David Eastlick contributed the most having been 
involved in 172 records.  
 
39 Butterfly species were recorded: 
 
Species / No. of Records 
 
Brimstone 59 
Clouded Yellow 9 
Comma 33 
Common Blue 49 
Dark Green Fritillary 26 
Dingy Skipper 27 
Duke of Burgundy 8 
Grayling 8 
Green Hairstreak 16 
Green-veined White 105 
Hedge Brown 11 
High Brown Fritillary 14 
Holly Blue 20 
Large Heath 9 
Large Skipper 28 
Large White 27 
Marsh Fritillary 6 
Meadow Brown 53 
Mountain Ringlet 21 
Northern Brown Argus 14 
Orange-tip 75 

Painted Lady 32 
Peacock 128 
Pearl-bordered Fritillary 13 
Purple Hairstreak 10 
Red Admiral 109 
Ringlet 40 
Scotch Argus 6 
Silver-washed Fritillary 8 
Small Blue 10 
Small Copper 26 
Small Heath 60 
Small Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary 32 
Small Skipper 24 
Small Tortoiseshell 101 
Small White 36 
Speckled Wood 86 
Wall 46 
White-letter Hairstreak 2 

 
51 Moth species were recorded: (incl. 1 agg.) 
 
Angle Shades 2 
Antler Moth 1 
Arched Marble 1 
Brown China-mark 1 
Brown Silver-line 6 
Buff-tip 1 
Chequered Pearl 2 
Chimney Sweep 7 
Cinnabar 16 
Clouded Border 1 

Clouded Buff 2 
Common Carpet 5 
Common Heath 3 
Drinker 2 
Elephant Hawk-moth 1 
Emperor Moth 2 
Flame Carpet 1 
Forester 1 
Galium Carpet 1 
Garden Carpet 1 



Grass Emerald 1 

Grass Wave 2 

Green Carpet 3 

Humming-bird Hawk-moth 2 

Large Marble 1 

Latticed Heath 5 

Magpie 3 

Manchester Treble-bar 1 

Mother Shipton 10 

Narrow-bordered Five-spot 

Burnet 2 

Northern Eggar 1 

Northern Spinach 1 

November Moth agg. 1 

Purple Bar 1 

Purple-bordered Gold 2 

Red Twin-spot Carpet 1 

Ruby Tiger 1 

Shaded Broad-bar 3 

Silver Hook 2 

Silver Y 11 

Silver-ground Carpet 1 

Six-spot Burnet 6 

Small Argent & Sable 2 

Small Magpie 1 

Speckled Yellow 17 

Treble-bar 2 

True Lover's Knot 2 

White-spotted Sable 2 

Winter Moth 1 

Yellow Shell 5 

Yellow-tail 1 

 
In addition to butterflies and moths the following other records were sent in.  
1 Dragonfly record,1 Reptile record,1 Amphibian record. 
That was just great as CBDC records all forms of wildlife so if you can, please also 
jot down other sightings for us as well, including species such as stoats, weasels, 
red squirrels and polecats including road kills as some are nocturnal and often it is 
only road kills which will be noticed.   
 
For interest I attach a quick heat map (see back cover) at 1 km level of records from 
the sightings facility.  A few records were excluded due to their resolution or if they 
were out of Cumbria. I’ve left on a record of Red Admiral ‘on a vessel 2 miles 
offshore’ (SW of Whitehaven). 
 

Gary Hedges 
Cumbria Biodiversity Data Centre (CBDC)  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Marsh Fritillary Project 
 
Year 2014 was a remarkable year for the Marsh Fritillary in Cumbria as 
we recorded over 2000 larval webs in the wild over 10 colonies. There 
are on average about 150 caterpillars in each larval web so that gives us 
great hope that numbers in the wild will multiply and spread further 
away. In some areas such as Ennerdale ‘wandering’ individual butterflies 
will by themselves find other suitable habitat and that is exactly what we 
want to happen. By increasing numbers to such a level there is a much 
greater chance of natural survival and there is also a much reduced risk 
of inbreeding in a large colony spread over a wide area of habitat and 
even of nearby colonies cross mating and thereby strengthening still 
further genetic diversity. Ennerdale is therefore a perfect example of 
what we were aiming for when we started planning our reintroduction 
strategy. We now have what we call a metapopulation of five colonies 
there with connectivity corridors between them and other smaller 
‘satellite’ pockets of suitable habitat nearby. 
We are now actively planning our next metapopulation area which is the 
South Solway. Already we have a huge colony at Finglandrigg NNR and 
in 2014 we established a further colony within the Finglandrigg NNR 
complex with the intention of speeding up the natural spread westwards 
from there. Finglandrigg is our ‘core’ colony but in 2015 we will be 
Introducing captive bred stock to another site just a few kilometres 
further west. There is also a possibility we will put some captive stock 
into another site a few kilometres east of Finglandrigg but only if come 
Spring we feel the site is right – if not then 2016 might be more sensible. 
That would bring our Solway metapopulation up to four colonies. 

We are working towards an expansion in our Penrith/Carlisle 
metapopulation area and already have a well established ‘core’ colony 
where a great deal of habitat management has been done. This is a 
perfect example of working together with a landowner and Natural 
England to achieve that win/win situation. Work has already started on 
two more sites in that metapopulation area and larvae will be introduced 
to one of them in Spring 2015 with the other probably 2016.  
At our fourth metapopulation area near Keswick we had a phenomenal 
season in 2014 and can now clearly define four colonies in fairly close 



proximity – so a ready made metapopulation created semi- naturally  
again by various people working together, not least the farmer.  We also 
have our eyes on starting a fifth metapopulation area in the Distington 
landscape but not much to report on that just yet. 
That’s a summary of where we are now. The Cumbria Marsh Fritillary 
Project has been and still is achieving remarkable success based on 
volunteer effort and guided  by Dr Keith Porter of Natural England as he 
has used his experience and knowledge to great effect.  
Steve Doyle      
     
Volunteer Marsh Fritillary helpers wanted …… 
We are looking for volunteers to help us monitor the progress  
of an exciting project that is reintroducing marsh fritillary butterflies back to 
Cumbria. Training will be provided and there are opportunities to monitor the 
quality of habitat in early June and to count numbers of caterpillar webs in 
August.  The project has been very successful, so much so that we are now 
struggling to keep pace with the expansion of populations. You need to be 
willing and able to offer a few days in early August (and possibly June) in one 
or more of our four geographical areas.  These are;  

1. Solway Mosses (Solway area),   3. Penrith to Carlisle area,  
2. Bassenthwaite area    4. Ennerdale valley. 

We are holding a training and awareness raising morning on April 20th at a 
venue in the Solway area and will link this to release of caterpillars at a new 
site in the afternoon.  If you are interested in volunteering please use the 
contact details below and indicate which area(s) you would be interested in 
volunteering in and whether you would like to do habitat condition monitoring 
(June) or larval web counts (August) or both.  
Please contact : 

(Area 1, Solway),016973 33055 Rhia.McBain@Allerdale.gov.uk 
Or, (Areas 2,3 and 4) or for all areas if you are interested in 
more  than one, 01228 544059,  stevedoyle44@hotmail.co.uk 
By 20th March 2015 please. 
 



Ten Years of Captive Breeding – Marsh Fritillaries  

                            

-- What have we learned? 

Many of you will already know that the Marsh Fritillary became extinct in the wild 
in Cumbria in 2004 following many years of decline so it is probably worthwhile to 
pick up the Cumbrian Marsh fritillary story at the point when something was done 
about that decline. In short we obtained a licence to take the very last two webs 
of Cumbrian larvae into captivity and a licence was also obtained from Scottish 
Natural Heritage to take a similar number of their larvae from the Argyll region to 
cross breed with our Cumbrian ones. That was to mix and thus strengthen the gene 
pool and turned out to be very successful.  

THE CAPTIVE BREEDING PROCESS and REINTRODUCTIONS 
There were 3 breeding lines and the pure Scottish line was extremely successful. 
The cross bred line was about 60% successful and the pure Cumbrian line was 
almost entirely infertile and failed. That led us to feel that our original thoughts 
about inbreeding causing genetic weakness were most probably correct. Whilst the 
captive breeding process was ongoing we had to decide which habitat sites would 
be the first to be prepared for reintroduction. The last four sites to become 
extinct were chosen as they were capable of being managed and good locations to 
establish new core colonies around which we could build metapopulations. 

THE LEARNING PROCESS 
By now we had already learned a lot from past reintroductions which had failed 
elsewhere so we knew the best chance of success was to ‘think big.’ Which is why 
at the outset we felt that isolated colonies would fail eventually and that what 
was needed were metapopulation areas comprising at least one large ‘core’ colony 
around which would be several satellite sites within connectivity reach both in 
terms of distance and ease of passage. 

We also knew that getting the habitat right and having an agri-environment 
management  
agreement in place with each farmer was essential for the longer term.   

The next part of the learning process was to have a reliable source of larval 
foodplant and that had to be ongoing to sustain the captive breeding process. As a 
rule we use dozens of plants to feed spring larvae and dozens more plants later for 



egg laying by mated females. Bear in mind we were to produce many thousands of 
captive larvae. We release the larvae  
as close as possible to pupation so they can settle and pupate then emerge 
naturally on site to synchronize with the climatic conditions. That way they choose 
their own pupation position and there is a much reduced possibility of predation by 
other animals. Bob and Jim Bennett are expert plant growers! 

 Plants being grown. 

WHAT ELSE HAVE WE LEARNED? 
Here are some of the things we have learned and which immediately come to 
mind:- 

1. A reintroduction should be very well planned and carried out on a massive 
scale. Reintroduction sites must be large enough to support a colony 
capable of producing at least 50 larval webs and preferably a lot more than 
that – 7 hectares minimum. 

2. Do not think to introduce or reintroduce to a single ‘island’ site unless it is 
immense and can hold more than one colony on its own and therefore cross 
breed naturally.  

3. Feed the captive stock on Devils Bit Scabious or Honeysuckle. 

(Devils Bit Scabious plants must be used for egg laying). 

4. Release the captive bred larvae on site immediately prior to pupation. 
Many larvae never reach the sixth instar stage and hence do not pupate. 
They simply don’t grow and just die as larvae even though they  have 
exactly they same breeding conditions and access to food as those which 
successfully go through the full cycle. We don’t know why this happens but 
it is important just to know that it does happen each year and one can 
reasonably assume this happens in the wild. 
It was at first thought those tiny non progressing larvae might be 
parasitized but so far that has not been the case and they simply die as tiny 
larvae. At present the reason is a mystery. 



5. In longish periods of very hot dry weather the captive stock even up to the 
pupae stage should be mist sprayed by clean water as they need moisture to 
assist the development and emergence process. In the wild they get 
moisture coming up from the ground overnight even in hot spells of weather 
but that is not the case in a captive breeding cage which can dry out unless 
mist sprayed. 

6. During a captive breeding programme always be diligent and look out for 
the emergence of a parasitic wasp. Despite 10 years of captive breeding in 
Cumbria we have never found a parasitic wasp but nevertheless it is 
important to find any that do emerge and identify the precise species.  

7. Remember you would be dealing with a butterfly which is fully protected by 
law so you must have permission and a licence to do anything with this 
species. 

8. Shade from surrounding trees is a problem and the site management plan 
should address this issue if possible. If it is not possible then the site is 
probably not ideal for Marsh fritillaries. The Spring and over-wintering 
larvae must have as much sunlight that is available which is not possible at 
that time of year if there are high trees between the sun and the larvae. 
Too much shade will stifle their growth and they are unlikely to reach the 
pupation stage. Even in hibernation the larvae still need what sun light is 
around to get them through to spring. 
Another reason for tree removal was to enable us to clear much of the ditch 
lines to allow the correct flow of water to keep the hydrology level at the 
right level on site. 

9. Getting the hydrology right is important if we are to grow the Devils bit 
Scabious at a good quality level. Hydrology issues also need to be dealt with 
to avoid lengthy periods of waterlogging or excessively dry conditions on 
site both of which can affect larval development. Our strategy was to put 
dip wells into the most prolific field for Marsh fritillaries, measure the 
water table and then try to get surrounding fields into the same condition.  

THINK BIG 
When thinking about a Marsh fritillary introduction or reintroduction, think big. You 
must have large release sites or a series of sites in close proximity. You must also 
plan to release thousands of larvae – just a few hundred will have little chance of 
survival and are unlikely to be the trigger for a future viable colony either in the 
medium or longer term.  You have every chance of it being successful if you do it 
properly.  
It’s rather nice to see many thousands of Marsh Fritillaries flying in Cumbria again. 

Steve Doyle 

Dusking for Moths       



For most people a serious interest in moths starts      

 with the purchase of a light trap. The number and 

variety of moths though the year can keep most people entirely happy.  

The more adventurous, who can do without too much sleep, will be 

tempted to purchase a generator and start light and sheet trapping. 

The rewards are enormous in covering previous inaccessible areas. But 

many beginners have not been introduced to the pleasure of catching 

moths        as they start to fly in the evening (so 

called dusking).  

In my early days it was the only way I had of catching  

moths apart from leaving the bathroom window open  

with the light on!  A bicycle lamp was not very efficient compared to 

the high quality LED lights available now. It requires a bit of practice 

to net and pot the moths but is soon learned. Buy the best head torch 

you can and a black net (shining a bright light into a white net in the 

dark with spoil your dark adaption). Start about sunset and continue as 

long as you like but when it’s really dark your catch drops as you can 

only see by the beam of the headlight. I find I have up to an hour or so 

of useful netting after sunset. Start in your garden or any local 

hedgerow, woodland or rough ground. Start by netting anything at first 

to practice potting.  Flick the net over and wait a few seconds and 

then look inside. Many will obligingly rest on the side of the net or 

gently flutter up the side. Use a wide necked pot though I prefer a 

small glass pot for those that are still. They are then much easier to 

inspect. Large moths may be out of net in a flash though if you can 

keep them in it helps to have someone hold the net to pot them with 

the net still folded.  

Don’t be discouraged if you don’t catch many at first. The best nights 

are warm, cloudy and still, though even on windy evenings moths can 

be caught in sheltered lanes or woodland. Go for the larger fluttery 

moths which will be mostly geometers. At first you will be only 

catching the abundant moths. These will be some micros esp. the 

Scoparias, Grass Moths and other Pyralids, then of the macros Silver 

Ground Carpet, Common Marbled Carpet, Brown Silver Lines, Small 

Fan-Footed wave, Muslin Footman, Staw Dot etc. depending on time of 

year and site. 

With practice you learn to recognise the common species inside the 

net before potting or even outside by colour and flight pattern. Many 

have a characteristic jizz. Time is precious, so if there are a lot about 



learn to avoid catching the same species all the time and just catch 
and pot anything that looks different. 
The group called the Pugs of which 42 have been recorded in Cumbria 
are one of the easiest to net, having a steady rather slow flight. They 
have become a special interest to me since I discovered that many of 
the “nationally scarce” species and quite easy to find if you can track 
down their specific foodplant. They don’t come to light much but are 
easy to net and dusk. Over the years walking cycling or generally 
exploring hidden corners in North Lancs and South Cumbria I have 
learned to recognise specific plants and likely sites, and have had 
considerable success it producing new records and sites for this group 
all by netting at dusk.   Notice good stands of Blackthorn and Sallow 
when in blossom in spring and go back in June to try for Sloe and Green 
pug in June and Slender Pug around Sallow in July. The moths fly close 
to the bushes soon after dark.  
The most beautiful pug of all is the Netted Pug. Records for Cumbria 
are few, the last being at Allithwaite by Martin Chadwick in a light 
trap. If you can locate the food plant Bladder Campion there is a 
sporting chance that you could net the moth flying around the plants in 
the first half of July, as I have in two sites at Carnforth in N Lancs. 
Interestingly a sheet trap placed quite close failed to pull any in.  
Valerian Pug is a rarely recorded species but is easy to find if you 
locate a good clump of Valerian as I did in a ditch at the bottom of 
White scar Whitbarrow. This same location has Native Clematis 
(Travellers Joy) the food plant of Haworth’s Pug and Pretty Chalk 
Carpet, both netted at dusk there. Quite by chance I netted a Pimpinel 
Pug while looking for the former two. It was the first Cumbrian record 
for 40 years of this rather scarce southern species. The food plant 
Burnet Saxifrage is hard to find yet I have netted this species in each 
of the last four years in July at the same place. 
Another rarely recorded Cumbrian species is the pretty Thyme pug, 
most good sites for the plant being hard to reach for light trapping. 
However a walk up to Scout Scar about Kendal late one June evening 
produced three in the net. 
Bilberry pug has only recently been added to the Cumbrian list. In spite 
of much light trapping at Roudsea NNR. only one has ever come to 
light. Yet a search at dusk around Bilberry under light cover of pines 
produced several in the net.  
    One species eludes me, yet I am sure it is still in  



    Cumbria having been recorded 80 year ago. The 
lead     coloured Pug feeds on Cow wheat which is 
common in many of the central Lakeland woods. I have never had the 
chance to dusk on a warm June evening so there is a challenge for 
someone.  
Whatever your level, beginner or serious searcher, dusking has its very 
special attractions, seeing moths as they occur in nature, not only in 
flight but often at rest. It pays to scan flower heads especially Ragwort 
and in autumn Ivy blossom. It’s the perfect way to enjoy them and add 
some significant records.  Evening light has special qualities not to 
mention the other active inhabitants, Bats, Deer, Owls and if you are 
lucky roding Woodcock. It’s a great time to be out and about with a 
net. 
In these H&S conscious days it pays to be careful. Lost car keys 
(briefly) lost specks ( permanently) and lost in a wood when not paying 
attention to my route are some of the hazards. Always take company if 
you are going off main paths and take a backup torch.  Mobile phones 
often don’t work in the best areas.  Leave a note in your car to say “ 
Moth trapping nearby” and if alone tell someone where you are going. 
 If you have access to Atropos magazine will be amused to read Paul 
Waring’s article on the Hazard of Moth Trapping in Volume 49 and my 
additional comments in Vol 50. Happy hunting.  
Ref. The Pugs of Lancashire and Cumbria. To be found on the Lancs 
moths website. www.lancashiremoths.co.uk  or in the Cumbria 
MothYahoo Group files. 
Brian Hancock  (See more moth photos on page 35) 
     

Frost, snow and moth surveys 

Think of butterfly surveys and pleasant walks in sunshine and warm 
weather come to mind. As for moth surveys and perhaps it is thoughts 
of warm, still dry evenings - but it doesn’t have to be like that. 

There are more ways of finding moths than by using a light source at 
night. Some species hibernate as adults and by following the same 
procedure each year numbers of hibernating moths can be compared. 
We have been counting two species (because that is all we have found) 
in a cave and an old mine Adit on Whitbarrow for eleven years. We visit 
once in January and once in February and have only missed a few 
counts due to bad weather. The two species we find are the herald 
moth (Scoliopteryx libatrix) and tissue moth (Triphosa dubitata). The 



tissue moth appears to be rather less common in Cumbria than the 
herald moth which has been recorded from much of the county. 

The charts below show how numbers have changed from one year to 
another. To understand better why the numbers fluctuate it would be 
necessary to take into account the winter weather each year, but it is 
interesting to note that numbers sometimes change between the 
January and February visit each year so the moths are clearly moving 
during this period. The temperature inside the sites varies but is on 
average about 6oC - usually much warmer than outside. Bell Rake Adit 
is near the top of Whitbarrow and Fairies Cave is near the bottom in 
woodland on the west side. We only survey the first section of this 
cave. Numbers of the two species are similar in Fairies Cave but in Bell 
Rake Adit there are usually more herald moths than tissue moths. 

An interesting feature we have noted is that the moths tend to be on 
surfaces that are hidden from the entrance. We count the moths on 
the way into the site and again on the way out and usually find more 
on our way out. This is partly because we hope to see all the ones on 
the way in and then add a few more. They are generally easier to find 
when looking towards the entrance even when the entrance cannot be 
seen. 

Although we find moths on these visits, in reality the purpose of the 
visits is to search for bats as part of the National Bat Monitoring 
Programme. In case this leaves you wondering, we have only found ten 
bats in the eleven years so an article about surveying bats would have 
been much shorter! 

Tony and Heather Marshall  

The Small Blue Project  
We face continuing threats as far as loss of habitat is  
concerned but the good weather during the 2014flight  
season enabled the Small Blues to breed and lay lots of eggs. That 
boosted numbers on the ‘core’ colonies of Oldside and Steelworks, 
both in Workington and our other ’core’ colony at Maryport had more 
Small Blues than in several preceding years. Our habitat restoration 
work clearly helps but trends like this are important to record so that 
when we look at figures, graphs and the like in the future we will be 
able to put our finger on ‘why.’ It is not just important to record 
numbers and notice peaks and troughs but it is also sensible to note 



why there has been a peak or trough – was it loss of habitat or bad 
weather or some other reason, or do we simply just not know.  

Back to 2014 however and the revival of the Small Blue. Welcome 
though that revival was we must build on it because overall numbers 
and colonies are still well below the numbers we used to see 15 or 20 
years ago. Ideally we want to extend the geographical range of this 
species to other areas of the Cumbrian coastline in both directions but 
to be able to do that we must have enough donor stock on our existing 
core sites in Workington and Maryport.  That means we (and not just 
Butterfly Conservation) must do all we can to conserve existing 
occupied breeding ‘core’ sites whilst other suitable habitat is being 
created – and that takes time. This is what we are doing about it:- 
• We are creating more habitat by planting and seeding more 
Kidney  Vetch (the larval foodplant) at Oldside in Workington. 
• We have strimmed and raked a large area of suitable habitat at 
Oldside. 
• Cumbria County Council (CCC) have allowed us to put in and seed 
Kidney  Vetch scrapes in at Derwent Howe slag banks at 
Workington. That is   compensation for the loss of Small Blue habitat 
near Workington railway  station. We now have to wait and see how 
successful that experimental  area is. CCC are keen to work with 
us to create more habitat and as well  so more trial scrapes at 
Derwent Howe are being considered. 
• The ownership of land at Maryport Harbour has now been 
clarified and  at the time of writing we are awaiting the go ahead 
from Allerdale  Borough Council to commence habitat restoration 
work. We have also  already started with restoration work on 
Maryport SSSI owned by and  with great support from Maryport Harbour 
and Marina  
• We have ordered 1000 Kidney Vetch plug plants for 2015 which is 
 double what we ordered and planted in Workington in the 
previous 2  years. Those plugs will be planted in May 2015 at Maryport 
and  Workington.   
• Butterfly Conservation Dorset are at present actively trying to 
get  funding for us to set up a major Small Blue Project which will 
help us to  accelerate what we are doing in terms of habitat creation 
and  restoration. To be successful in obtaining funding however 
Butterfly  Conservation need to raise a certain percentage of capital 
themselves.  Not easy in the current economic climate but if you 



know of anyone or  any Company you think might be willing 

partners in such a project –  please let us know. The more we raise, the 

more we can receive in matching funding. As part of such a project we 

will want to engage with the local communities so they can be part of 

not just the thinking process but also be part of the ‘doing’ process 

which will be essential for sustainability into the future. 

There are some ‘downsides’ however as things don’t always go our 

way. The (ex) Steelworks site is still very much under threat of 

development and the loss of this core site would be devastating and 

could spell the end of the Small Blue south of the river in Workington. 

That might sound dramatic but it is realistic bearing in mind it is the 

only core colony in that area and smaller colonies nearby are most 

unlikely to survive on their own – some are also under development 

threat as well. We are however hopeful that commonsense will prevail 

and that a reasonable compromise can be arrived at.  

So a lot going on still and as I said in the last newsletter there will be 

some good news and there will be some no so good news along the 

way. Part of our involvement is to ensure we make full use of the good 

news and minimise the not so good news. 

Steve Doyle  

The Small Eggar in Cumbria 
See photo inside back cover 

Eggars are thickset furry looking moths, the males having 
magnificent feathery antennae.  They remind me of miniature 
soft toys.  I was familiar with some species such as the Drinker, 
Northern Eggar and the rather smaller December Moth, but not 
the pale chestnut little beauty that turned up in my garden trap 
on 3rd April 2010.  It was a Small Eggar (Eriogaster lanustris) a 
moth designated as Nationally Scarce B, meaning recorded in 
only between thirty-one and a hundred 10km squares since 
1960. As well as the overall gingery tinge the white wing spot 
and larger size distinguished it from the only confusion species 
December Moth. Why was it in my garden and where had it 
come from?  It was a common species in southern counties but 



has declined catastrophically in the last seventy years and is 
now found in only a few scattered localities.  The Morecambe 
Bay area used to be one of these but there seem to be no 
records from Lancashire since 1980 and only two in Cumbria in 
the last fifty years.  Then in March 2012 I caught another one.  
Adult moths are rarely seen, even in favoured localities, the 
species usually betraying it’s presence by the distinctive hairy 
caterpillars living in a communal silken web. In previous 
summers I had searched the local bushes and hedgerows in 
vain for these webs.  But last summer I got lucky. A friend in 
Allithwaite asked me what the strange caterpillars were in a 
neighbour’s front garden.  A dense tented web at about head 
height in a Cotoneaster hybrid bush had about fifty large 
gingery brown hairy caterpillars either basking in the sun or 
wandering further from the central defoliated area, possibly to 
pupate as apparently most feeding is at night.  Photographs 
were taken and other people informed.  A local teacher took 
some to school hoping to show pupils the pupation and 
emergence.  When informed that a pupation length of up to 
seven years has been recorded in captivity she thought that her 
students may have lost interest by the time they were in higher 
education and returned them to the bush.  The larvae wander 
away and pupate on the ground or in leaf litter and may remain 
in this state in the wild for two or three years.  2014 was 
obviously the year for emergence of Small Eggar because even 
without specific searches members of the Grange Natural 
History Society found at least four more webs on small isolated 
bushes on Hampsfell and Kirkhead.  Even when the larvae 
have wandered off to pupate the large triangular rugby ball 
sized webs are distinctive in the now leafless centre of the 
bush, which is normally a blackthorn or hawthorn.  Searching in 
the dense black frass may reveal a dead early instar caterpillar 
to confirm the ID. Well-grown caterpillars have tufts of ginger-
based hairs and white dots and lines form a series of “U” 
shaped marks. 



After their long pupation the adult moths emerge in March and 
early April.  The females are not very active and heavily laden 
with eggs they do little more than crawl to the tips of the thorn 
bush to lay their eggs batches and wait for the males, with their 
huge antennae, to find them by scent. The females have a tuft 
of dense anal hairs with which they cover their eggs.  
Eriogastrum means “woolly belly” and lanustris is from the Latin 
for woollen.  The eggs hatch in June and construction of the 
silken web begins. 

The disastrous decline of this lovely little moth has been 
attributed to loss of hedgerows and inappropriate cutting of 
those that remain. Summer cutting destroys webs and spring 
hedge trimming will remove eggs and perhaps also adult 
females.  Drift of insecticides from adjacent crop fields and car 
fumes from roads adjacent to hedgerows have also been 
implicated. 

Hedgerows in Cumbria are perhaps not as abused as 
elsewhere and all our colonies detected last summer were in 
isolated bushes.  It is nice to know that the Small Eggar is 
hanging on here on the Morecambe Bay limestones.  So next 
June and July please look out for their distinctive webs and 
those of us with moth traps start trapping in March after sunny 
weather and let us see if we can find more “woolly bellies” 

Martin Chadwick  (See moth photos on page 35)  

The Lapsed Lepidopterist returns……  

Several years ago I wrote some articles for this newsletter as The Lapsed 

Lepidopterist; in fact it is 5 years since I last put pen to paper to eulogise over 

my Cumbrian visits. There has been plenty to write about as well, not least the 

fact that I moved up here permanently in 2011 – for which a lot of you and those 

early field trips are partly to blame. Now that I actually live here, of course, I 



don’t have so much time to go on them, as the work and domestic schedule 
(Cumbrian born daughter now 5…& ¾ when you read this!) keep me pretty busy. 
But as I write this looking out on Skiddaw, with Siskins on the garden feeders, 
south east London seems a long way away – hurrah! – and I can go on my own field 
just by opening the door.  

Now down to business: Moved to Braithwaite in Nov 2011. Quiet time for 
lepidoptera. Planned phase 2 of becoming less lapsed – Moths. Purchased new 
Robinson moth trap. Started trapping in my garden at the end of May 2012 and on 
28 nights recorded 141 species. In 2013 another 57 were added and last year a 
further 15, making a total of 213 so far. Our garden is a small enclosed garden in 
the centre of the village but with good light visibility onto fellside, mixed 
woodland and damp grassland, so quite a reasonable variety of habitat. I should at 
this point explain I have only been recording macro moths…..yes, I know - well 
back in the 1970s and ‘80s (my last serious period of recording), we didn’t have a 
Field Guide to Micro Moths so the possibility of trying to identify hundreds of those 
little blighters definitely seemed more like work than a hobby! But with the gentle 
persuasion and latin name dropping of Martin Tordoff and the more scarily mocking 
abuse and icy stare of Gary Hedges, I have started to give a grudging sideways 
glance to those pesky micros! 

My lengthy absence from regular recording had left me a bit rusty with Rustics, 
baffled by Brocades and positively puzzled amidst Pugs, but there were many old 
friends that I recognised straight away along with some interesting new ‘faces’. 
Here are some: Blair’s Shoulder Knot, Brussels Lace, Glaucous Shears, Gold 
Spangle, Great Prominent, Lunar Marbled Brown, Northern Eggar, Northern Rustic, 
Oblique Carpet, Peach Blossom, Saxon, Scallop Shell, Scarce Prominent, Scarce 
Silver Y, Square spotted Clay. Over 30 years have elapsed since I recorded the first 
moth on that list, in Dorset; then it was considered a probable migrant starting to 
colonise the south coast and now it is in Cumbria and beyond, so that was an old 
friend I was not expecting to see! 

In 2007 one of my most memorable field trips was to the hush-hush Marsh Fritillary 
site on Braithwaite Moss. Sworn to secrecy I was given a personal tour by Steve 
Doyle. It was a wonderful day. Little did I think then that I would end up living just 
down the road from there, get to know Paul Barnes, farmer and custodian of those 
rare butterflies and become the regular moth recorder on his land. I’m a lucky 
fella for sure! Inheriting a list of 138 macro species, compiled by Charlie Fletcher 
(Liverpool not Yorkshire variety and the late Helen.   I have managed to add a 
further 73 species making a total of 211. Restricted by the length of Paul’s and my 
extension cables to 150m (health & safety?) from the mains source, the large fen 
area towards Bassenthwaite lake remains untrapped as yet, although MT took his 
sleeping bag and a generator to the fen fringe earlier this year. But the mix of 
damp meadow, old Birch, Alder and Willow carr available to me at the moment, is 
proving an interesting habitat. 



I have set up a healthy competition with myself trapping at home (213) and the 
farm(211) and there is a lot of species crossover obviously, but here are some 
different farm recordings: Birch Mocha, Crescent, Devon Carpet, Dog’s Tooth, Fen 
Square Spot (tbc), Grass Emerald, Olive, Pale Pinion, Puss, Sallow Kitten, Small 
Seraphim, Tawny Pinion, White-pinion Spotted. In 2013 I recorded second brood 
specimens of Marsh Oblique-barred and became quite excited at this Nb status 
find. In 2014 however I recorded it in my garden and two other locations and 
suspect it maybe an overlooked N(ot)b(othered) status moth! But the Bilberry Pug 
caught last year in one of the 5 traps put out by branch members on May 25th, was 
a Vice County record…..by a few weeks apparently! 

Other mains-related escapades have taken me to the Whinlatter centre (50sp); 
Newlands Valley (47sp); Wythop Forest (50sp) and Dubwath Silver Meadows where 
8 nights have yielded 144 species including: Blue-bordered Carpet, Clay Triple-
lines, Clouded Magpie, Coronet, Dotted Carpet, Grey Chi, Pinion-streaked Snout, 
Rosy Minor, Valerian Pug. This site is a wetland habitat which at the moment is a 
local nature reserve that also supports a small colony of Small Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary as well as a wide variety of bird species, but it’s future is in doubt, so I 
am trying to compile a moth list to help increase recognition of it’s importance as 
a bio-diverse habitat, a project I hope to continue this year. I have other targets 
for trapping in my sights which I shall report on in the next newsletter. So you see, 
this less-lapsed lepidopterist is now hopefully a less lapsed article-writer as well…
have a good season. 

Peter Macqueen  (See moth photos on page 35) 

Capturing Cumbria's Butterflies 

THE MISSION: to get a really good photograph of each of Cumbria's 40-odd butterfly 
species. Two photographers: two very different strategies. Mine: to use stealth and 
knowledge of butterfly behaviour to get as close as possible and use a small, light, 
point-and-click camera, relying on the camera to get everything set right. My 
husband's: to know a lot more about cameras and a lot less about butterflies, using a 
proper macro lens and fully adjustable DSLR camera. 

FIRST PROBLEM: many species can't be seen where we live in North-east Cumbria, 
so we needed to plan trips to other parts of the County at the right time to find 
species like Marsh Fritillary or Common Blue. It's been a lot of fun looking at maps to 
try and find  sites near home where we might see a Large Skipper or a Small Heath. 
Second problem: some of the commonest species which we might see any sunny 
day in our garden are REALLY difficult to capture: the Large White for example very 
rarely stops! So it's not enough to see the butterfly as it zooms past, we need it to 
co-operate as well! 

So where have we got to so far: well, the definition of a good picture keeps changing, 
but we have managed to get shots of  27 species so far. Highlights include a lucky 
visit to Smardale Reserve on a day of mixed cloud and sun when the Scotch Argus 
were all emerging. When the sun was in, they were sitting all over the grass as fresh 
as paint. When the sun came out, thousands rose up as if on a word of command as 
far as the eye could see in every direction. Magical! 



Or there was our first visit to see the Duke of Burgundy on Whitbarrow. They could 
not have been more obliging in their glade of cowslips, posing cheekily as if for the 
admiring paparazzi! 

DIFFERENT APPROACHES: Anyone can have a go at a project like this as we are 
using very different approaches on very different budgets. I have a modest compact 
camera (Lumix DMC-TZ20) and that's it. My husband has a rucksack full of Canon 
7D, Sony alpha7r countless lenses, monopods, ring flash. Budget me £300 tops, him 
£9000. Luggage me  600g, him 10kg. Guess who arrives at the destination first. 
Getting a first class photo has some technical challenges. You need a fast shutter 
speed. Anything much below 1/500th sec and your target may have twitched or you 
may be shaking the camera too much. The type of snap that gives a pleasing 
landscape or party pic will not look so good. Such a short exposure time requires 
that the lens be quite open in order to get enough light. But this brings the trouble 
with depth of field (the amount of space in front of the camera which is in focus). You 
only need the depth of field to cover the butterfly – maybe 5mm or 30mm depending 
on orientation.  Further away and closer to can both be blurred. Setting your camera 
to get this is the challenge. If you are techy enough to follow this you will now see 
why he has the kit. The monopod to reduce shake and allow a little more shutter 
open time, the ring flash to up the light on the butterfly and allow bright pictures at 
high f-stops and get a better depth of field.  A macro lens to project the butterfly on to 
the camera sensor full size to use as much of the expensive camera sensor as 
possible.  A fast and accurate auto focus system as in the Canon 7d (but not his 
Sony) is a great help with the flighty species like Whites and Brimstones. The high 
pixel count of the Sony Alpha7r is great for cropping and therefore not needing to get 
too close. 
Don't lose heart. I beat him most times by patiently creeping up on my target leaning 
in and gently snapping as I lean. If I can get within an inch or two of the butterfly then 
mine is the shot of the day. 

Some tips for compact camera beginners. 
1. start with easy species like Peacocks and Tortoiseshell (just find a buddleia) 
2. try to get the butterfly flat in the picture (butterfly and camera sensor are  

parallel) 
3. if you can, set your focus to “spot” 
4. set your exposure to spot or central area 
5. the best days are sunny intervals. Sun gets them out and the shady interval 

 makes them settle and gives you a chance. 

Our quest for photos has given us a reason to visit some memorable parts of 
Cumbria.  It makes you spend the time to really look at these elusive and fascinating 
creatures. And a bit of rivalry between spouses is always a good thing! 

Karen McLellan  

Of Bees and Butterflies. 

I have just been reading with great pleasure and interest  
“A Sting in the Tale” by Dave Goulson, subtitled “My Adventures  
with Bumblebees”.  One fascinating thread relates the importation of bumblebees 
into New Zealand in 1885 to pollinate red clover, which had itself been imported 



from Britain for animal fodder.  The clover was not setting seed there and bumble 
bees, principal pollinators here, were successfully established to resolve the 
problem.  It is not known which species were imported, but there are now four 
British species there, one of which is the short-haired bumblebee.  This species has 
subsequently become extinct in Britain.  Its last stronghold was in Dungeness, 
Kent, and it was decided to re-introduce it there from New Zealand after 
concerted efforts to reverse the environmental changes which had led to its 
demise.  As part of the research work connected with this, the DNA of New Zealand 
short-hairs was checked, and from the results it is believed that they are all 
descended from two original queens.  It is very surprising that the species has 
survived and thrived with such limited genetic variability and probably only due to 
the lack, in N.Z., of diseases, predators and parasites from which bumble bees 
suffer in Britain.  It was therefore decided not to re-introduce from N.Z. after all, 
but from Sweden, where there is much greater genetic variability. 

Bees, like us, have two sets of DNA, the inherited material, one from each parent.  
Individual genes strung out along the strands of DNA each control one inherited 
factor.  These sometimes accidentally mutate (change) and malfunction.  Usually 
the bee, or human, will not suffer from this, because the corresponding gene from 
the other parent will function normally.  However, if brother and sister mate, or 
even cousins, there is a good chance that it will result in a double dose of the 
faulty gene and the resultant organism, human or insect, will suffer and may even 
be sterile.  This is what the bumblebee men feared might happen in imported N.Z. 
short-haired bumblebees.  Does that ring any bells? 
You may remember that Cumbrian Marsh Fritillaries were reduced to one larval 
web, therefore if they had bred in the wild they would all have been brother/
sister matings; and indeed those which were bred in captivity from that web all 
failed.  It was only those which were crossed with Scottish butterflies of different 
genetic stock which thrived and which have now been so successfully re-introduced 
to places where the environment has been managed to produce optimum 
conditions for Marsh Fritillaries.  We now know, therefore, that it is very dangerous 
to rely on isolated nature reserves for the survival of threatened species because 
of the danger of inbreeding.  We must try to ensure that there are linked areas 
close enough for at least occasional breeding between members of different 
communities – “metapopulations”. 

Entomologists can learn from research in other fields of biology.  That sounds dry 
and boring, but from the pen (figuratively) of Dave Goulson it turns out to be 
otherwise. 

John Mounsey 
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Speckled Yellow           Small Eggar larval web 
 

   
 Oak Eggar          Netted Pug 
 

   
 Pimpinel Pug           Thyme Pug 

   
Forrester moth           Green carpet moth 



 


